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Fishing and hunting license fees are scheduled to go up this year as they have not gone up in 25 
years. as costs and services, and declining revenues, The state’s Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 


has proposed the increases as its costs and services go up and revenues are declining. About 40,000 
pheasants are raised by the state and stocked on lands across the commonwealth. 





MassWildlife proposes first 


license increase in 26 years 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Correspondent 


Flashback to the year 
1996. Bill Clinton began his 
second term as U.S. pres- 
ident, Michael Jordan and 
the Chicago Bulls won their 
fourth NBA title and a gallon 
of gasoline cost $1.23. 

In Massachusetts,  resi- 
dent hunting and fishing li- 
censes increased to $22.50 
and a trapping license rose to 
$30.50. 

Despite drastic chang- 
es to everyday life with the 
advent of the internet and 
smartphone technology that 
connects people to goods 
and services anywhere on the 
globe with the push of a but- 
ton, those license fees remain 
as one of the few relics from 
1996 still in place today. 

Now, facing drastic in- 
creases in both costs and ser- 
vices, and declining revenues, 
the state’s Division of Fisher- 


Proposed Hunting 
and Fishing License 
Fees 2022 


(Source: Mass Wildlife) 


Resident fishing (17 and older) - $40 
Resident Fishing (65-69) - $20 
Resident fishing 3-day - $20 
Non-resident fishing - $50 
Non-resident minor fishing (15-17) - $8 
Non-resident 3-day fishing - $30.50 
Resident trapping - $40 
Resident trapping (65-69) - $20 
Non-resident trapping - $215 
Resident hunting - $40 
Non-resident big game - $112 
Non-resident small game - $78 
Resident sporting - $75 
Resident sporting (65-69) - $37.50 
Trap registration number/renewal - $20 
Archery stamp - $20 
Primitive firearms stamp - $20 
Waterfowl stamp - $20 
Antlerless deer permit - $20 
Turkey permit - $20 
Bear permit - $20 
Pheasant and quail stamp - $20 


ies and Wildlife is proposing 
its first increase in license 
fees, to go in effect in 2022. 
To better inform the pub- 
lic of the rationale and li- 
cense structure, MassWildlife 
is offering a series of online 
informational sessions via 
Zoom throughout the month. 
The last will take place Tues- 
day, March 25 at 6:30 p.m. To 
participate, visit Www.mass. 
gov/info-details/masswild- 
life-funding#how-will-mass- 
wildlife-fund-conserva- 
tion-in-the-future? 
MassWildlife Director 
Mark Tisa informed partici- 
pants of a March 9 informa- 
tional session that each year, 
roughly 500 bodies of water 
are stocked with trout with 
nearly half being 12-inches 
or larger, more than 40,000 
pheasant are released on 
public lands for hunters, and 
the state manages more than 
226,000 acres of land. In ad- 
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Several municipal positions 
in Hampden ‘underfunded’ 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN —While the ma- 
jority of salaries in Hampden’s 
municipal offices match up ad- 
equately to those in other com- 
munities, several positions are 
under the median salary range, 
according to a recently complet- 
ed classification and compensa- 
tion study. 

On March 22, the Hamp- 
den Board of Selectmen heard 
the results of the study which 
were compiled over the past six 
months; how the recommenda- 
tions will be implemented will 
be at the board’s discretion. 

Senior Associate Mary Aicar- 
di of the Edward J. Collins, Jr. 
Center for Public Management 
at UMass Boston addressed the 
board virtually. To evaluate mar- 
ket salaries, the Collins Center 
surveyed the towns of Brimfield, 
Holland, Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Monson, Palmer, Southwick and 
Wilbraham. Three communities 
did not respond to the Collins 
Center’s survey requests. 

Underfunded positions in 
Hampden included Library Di- 
rector, Town Accountant, Tax 
Collector, Health Agent, Trea- 
surer, Assistant Treasurer, As- 
sistant Town Clerk, Assistant 
Town Accountant, Assistant Tax 
Collector, Department Assistant 
(Building), Department Assis- 
tant (Fire), Library Dzirector, 
Library Young Adult Services, 
Library Youth Services, Council 
on Aging Outreach Coordinator, 
COA Activities Coordinator, Li- 
brary Assistant, Highway Labor- 
er, Parks Maintenance Laborer 
and Principal Assessor. 

Numerous other salaries also 
fell below the average and medi- 
an salaries of neighboring com- 
munities. Using data collected, 
the Collins Center presented the 
board with a seven-grade clas- 
sification scale, recommending 
scale adjustments through a 12- 
step program that will facilitate 
opportunities for growth over 
time. 

“You do have a few positions 
that are higher than the survey 
range 1s, but often that has to do 
with what the real function of 
that person is versus another mu- 
nicipality. The term ‘Adminis- 


trative Assistant,’ can mean any- 
thing across [different towns],’ 
said Aicardi. 

To complete the study, pro- 
fessionals at the Collins Center 
reviewed Hampden’s current 
position descriptions, compensa- 
tion schedules and policies, the 
internal equity of positions and 
completed a market survey to 
evaluate the town’s wages when 
compared to surrounding com- 
munities. 

The grant-funded study, and 
the subsequent report, will en- 
able the town to address equity 
in compensation, review fair- 
ness, ensure compliance with 
State mandates, allow for accu- 
rate position descriptions for 
recruitment and offer position 
evaluations. 

“We all think we know what 
other people do, but until you 
apply a system that is objective, 
you’re really a bit hamstrung,’ 
said Aicardi. 

The study did not review 
the individual performances of 
Hampden’s town’ employees. 
Instead, it broke down job re- 
sponsibilities, providing insight 
on how each position should be 
compensated. 

“Tt’s not about whether some- 
one is a good employee or a bad 
employee; it really has to do 
with the functions of a job. This 
is mentoring and evaluating the 
duties a person is performing,’ 
said Aicardi, adding that it is not 
a staffing study, and she and her 
colleagues did not look at how 
many hours each position should 
be assigned. 

A series of position descrip- 
tion questionnaires were deliv- 
ered to town employees last fall 
to aid the study. In a January 
meeting of the board, Collins 
Center representatives com- 
plained of extreme difficulties 
pertaining to lack of responses. 

As part of the study, the 
Collins Center analyzed salary 
data, determined minimum and 
maximum rates of salary range 
and created a salary schedule 
by coercing all the data, current 
rates, the survey and groupings 
to create a schedule with equal- 
ized steps. 

Aicardi said that the greatest 
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Keeping teens safe on social media 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM 
— Half of all Generation Z cell 
phone users are on their devices 
for five or more hours every day, 
according to Gina Anselmo, who 
works in community and safety 
outreach with the Hampden Dis- 
trict Attorney’s Office. 

Gen Z includes anyone born 


between 1995 and 2015. And 
during the pandemic, this gen- 
eration has been online more 
than ever, from virtual learning 
to social media apps and chat- 
ting with friends, making it even 
more important for teens and 
parents to monitor safety online. 

“There’s an app for almost ev- 
erything,’ Anselmo said during a 
Feb. 24 presentation in collabo- 
ration with the Hampden-Wil- 


braham Partners for Youth coa- 
lition. “This specific generation 
(Gen Z) has been born into a 
digital-everything world.” 

And social media has the 
potential be dangerous if used 
without taking certain precau- 
tions, she said. 

During the presentation, An- 
selmo and several teen present- 
ers from the DA’s youth advisory 
board categorized mobile appli- 


cations by risk. Low-risk apps 
include WhatsApp, Kik, Face- 
book, YouTube and Twitch. Me- 
dium-risk apps include photog- 
raphy-sharing app VSCO, along 
with Instagram, Twitter, TikTok 
and Snapchat. 

Several apps were rated high- 
risk and have the potential to be 
dangerous, including Omegle, 
which allows strangers to video 
chat anonymously; dating apps 


Tinder and Bumble, where users 
need to be 18 and over to sign up; 
Secret Photo Vault; and Hoop, 
which connects with Snapchat 
to “help users make new friends” 
with strangers. 

Some apps, like Instagram 
and Snapchat, were rated medi- 
um risk. Instagram, for instance, 
has the potential to enable cy- 


Please see TEENS, page 7 
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Wilbraham Friends of Rec. 
Hall of Fame, Class of 2021 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Friends of Recre- 
ation is looking for input from the town’s citizens as to 
whom they should induct for the second annual Wilbra- 
ham Friends of Recreation Hall of Fame. The committee 
is looking to induct up to three deserving nominees for 
the class of 2021. 

All nominees must have brought distinction and ex- 
cellence throughout their tenure with the Wilbraham 
Parks and Recreation Department. They must have been 
coaches, officials, administrators, donors, or volunteers. 
The nomination forms can be found on the Friends of 
Rec Tab under the Wilbraham-ma.gov/rec website. They 
can be delivered to the Rec Department, 45C Post Office 
Park or emailed to Mark Manolakis at Mark.Manolakis @ 
gmail.com. 

“We believe this is an excellent opportunity for the 
community to shine light on those who have made a pos- 
itive impact for Wilbraham’s Parks & Rec. Department,” 
said Committee Chair Mark Manolakis. 

The induction will take place during the Annual Night 
in the Park dinner. The committee holds this event every 
September at Spec Pond in the Pinney Pavillion. 





Children’s Museum 
virtual raffle in lieu of 
Bunny Breakfast 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Children’s Muse- 
um is holding a ‘virtual’ calendar raffle throughout the 
month of April in lieu of their annual Bunny Breakfast. 
Calendars are on sale now and all proceeds support The 
Wilbraham Children’s Museum. 

There are many wonderful daily prizes including gift 
cards to local businesses, raffle baskets and a private, so- 
cially distanced visit from the Easter bunny (along with 
stuffed eggs!). 

Thank you to all the local businesses who made do- 
nations! Calendars can be purchased online at the mu- 
seum’s website: www.wilbrahamchildrensmuseum.com 
and are $10 each. 





Wilbraham Open Space 
Committee to present plan 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Committee will present its 2022 — 2028 
Open Space and Recreation Plan to the public on March 
30 at 7 p.m. online. The plan is available for review on 
the Open Space webpage at www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
The link to the meeting is on the Open Space agenda 
which is available at the same site. 

Please join the OSRPC for an informational meeting 
outlining the uniqueness of Wilbraham and the plans to 
preserve and enhance its natural beauty and its well-uti- 
lized recreation areas and programs. 
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No motorized 
vehicles allowed on 
conservation lands 


WILBRAHAM - On a recent trip through the 
McDonald Nature Preserve, Wilbraham Conserva- 
tion Office personnel observed the obvious destruc- 
tion and rutting from all-terrain motorized vehicles. 

When the hiking group returned to their vehi- 
cles, two dirt bikes came in from the Lake Drive 
area and proceeded to enter the Preserve toward 
Wilbraham Middle School. Several calls have come 
to the Conservation Office from concerned people 
on horseback, which is an allowed use, regarding the 
horses being frightened of the loud and fast vehicles 
coming towards them or behind them. This is com- 
pletely unfair to the animals and very dangerous for 
the riders. 

It has also been observed that an individual 
entered the fields with a truck behind the middle 
school and has created deep circling ruts throughout 
the property. 

Article VI, Section 614 of the Wilbraham Town 
Bylaw prohibits the use of any motorized vehicles 
on conservation lands. This includes snowmobiles, 
dirt bikes, quads, golf carts or any other vehicle that 
runs with a motor. Violators can and will be fined 
$50 per violation. 

Volunteers work hard to mark trails and provide 
access to area town-owned property for passive rec- 
reation. On numerous occasions, their hard work 
has been destroyed by vandals and motorized vehi- 
cles. This in turn creates discouraged volunteers as 
well as discouraged users of the properties. Please 
observe the bylaw and do not continue to drive on 
town-owned land. 


Parks & Recreation 
seventeenth annual 
Easter Egg Hunt, April 3 


WILBRAHAM — Wilbraham Park & Rec is 
EGGcited to be able to offer its annual Easter Egg 
Hunt at the Spec Pond Recreation Facility on Satur- 
day, April 3. 

The Egg Hunt will be modified from previous 
years but organizers hope it will allow for a little bit 
of normalcy and fun. Ages two and under will start 
their hunt at 9 a.m.; ages three to five will have their 
hunt at 10 a.m.; and ages six to ten will have their 
hunt at 11 a.m. Don’t forget to bring cameras to take 
pictures with the Easter Bunny. 

Space is limited in this popular event as there 
will only be 50 kids allowed per age group. Only 
one parent may attend per child and masks must be 
worn. Registration will run online March 16-28 or 
until space fills. Cost is $5 per child; no registrations 
will be accepted at the event. Visit WilbrahamRec. 
com to register and for more details. 


CashBack Checking 


hp beM (elena ats) (daloveyustelerer 


Looking for a new bank? Contact Us! 


Our Wilbraham Branch is ready to help you open your 
new account today so you can start earning cash back. 


e Cash Back on Debit Card Purchases 


CashBack 
Checking* 


e ATM Fee Refunds 


e No Minimum Balance 


WILBRAHAM BRANCH 


www.monsonsavings.bank MEMBERFDIC | MEMBER DIF 


*Minimum to open is $10. To earn cash back and nationwide ATM fee refunds each month, each statement cycle you must have at least 12 Monson Savings 
Bank debit card purchases post and settle, have at least 1 direct deposit post and settle, and be enrolled in and agree to receive e-statements. When 
monthly qualifications are met, you receive 10¢ for every “PIN-based” Monson Savings Bank debit card purchase transaction, 20¢ for every “signature- 
based” Monson Sauls Bank debit card purchase transaction, and 10¢ for every bill paid through our online bill pay service, up to a total cash back of $10 
Ccou e will also reimburse up to a total of $10 in domestic ATM 

ees Incurred au the statement cycle if qualifications are met within the monthly statement cycle. Qualifying transactions must post to and settle account 
ement cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date transaction was made to post to and settle account. ATM 


Ss monthly statement cycle, posted to your account on the last day of the statement cycle. 


during monthly sta 


¢ No Monthly Maintenance Fees 


100 Post Office Park | 


rocessed transactions and transfers between accounts do not count as Sag eee for purposes of earning rewards within this account. Cash 
ack rewards are subject to 1099 tax reporting. No monthly service charge. Available for personal accounts only. Limit one account per tax owner. 
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413-596-284 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 


March 25, 2021 





What’s It Worth? 
Ask Mike the Appraiser 


WILBRAHAM - On Tuesday, April 13 from 5:45 to 
8 p.m., Mike [vankovich will offer antiques information 
and an online appraisal for Wilbraham Public Library. 

Want to learn more about the world of antiques and 
the value of your own personal treasures? Join Mike 
Ivankovich, a professional appraiser and the host of Phil- 
adelphia’s ““What’s It Worth?” radio show, for an evening 
of online antiquing adventures. Mike will begin the pro- 
gram by discussing the ten factors that will always im- 
pact the value of any object. He will then transition to 
appraisals, where he will analyze objects’ worth and also 
share many buying and selling tips and strategies. 

To participate, simply select two or three items that 
you would like to have appraised. Mike will evaluate 
one or two items each depending on the size of the group. 
The Zoom call will open at 5:45 p.m., so that Mike can 
see which objects he will be appraising. 

Mike Ivankovich has been involved in some phase of 
the Antiques & Collectibles business for more than 40 
years. He is a frequent lecturer, has authored more than 
twenty books in his specialty, and has written articles for 
the major national trade papers. He is host of the “What’s 
It Worth? Ask Mike the Appraiser” radio show in Phil- 
adelphia. 

This is a virtual program; space is limited and reg- 
istration 1s necessary in order to participate. To regis- 
ter, please call the library at 413-596-6141 or visit the 
library’s website at www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. 
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Youth coalition spotlight: Jared Proulx 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM-  - 
National Drug and Alcohol Facts 
Week, or NDAFW,, is an annual health 
observance that inspires dialogue 
about the science of drug use and ad- 
diction among youth. It provides an 
opportunity to bring all stakeholders 
together to help improve the preven- 
tion and awareness of substance mis- 
use in Our Own communities and na- 
tionwide. 

In the spirit of National Drug 
and Alcohol Facts Week, the Hamp- 
den-Wilbraham Partners For Youth 
Coalition would like to spotlight Coa- 
lition member Jared Proulx for always 
sharing information and _ resources 
about drugs, alcohol, and addiction, 
and helping us make a positive differ- 
ence for youth in the Hampden-Wil- 
braham community. 

Jared Proulx is a supervisor and 
Substance Use Disorder Coordinator 
at West Central Family Counseling for 
addiction outpatient services. He is a 
Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
(LMHC) as well as a Massachusetts 
Problem Gambling Specialist (MA 
PGS). He began his work with sub- 
stance abuse counseling in 2010 at the 
Crossroads Agency in Springfield as 
support to Medication Assisted Treat- 
ment providers and became a member 
of the Hampden-Wilbraham Partners 
For Youth Coalition in 2015. Proulx’s 


involvement with the Coali- 
tion is both professionally 
and personally motivated. 
“Living in Wilbraham for 
14 years and having two 
kids in the school system, I 
am able to bring education 
about substance abuse into 
the community.’ He also 
notes that his previous ex- 
perience as a social worker 
for the Department of Children and 
Families has sparked his desire to ed- 
ucate and empower parents. 

Working on the front lines of sub- 
stance use recovery, Proulx has spe- 
cialized knowledge, expertise, and 
understanding of the community, 
which has made him essential in keep- 
ing the Coalition informed as new 
trends emerge. Proulx has concerns 
that the COVID pandemic has made 
it especially difficult for youth regard- 
ing substance use in many ways: “So 
many young people are dealing with 
isolation and seclusion; being away 
from their friends, family members, 
and acquaintances. This can result ina 
general despondency as well as a clos- 
er engagement with social media and 
an increased online presence, poten- 
tially negatively impacting the child’s 
personal view on the world and push- 
ing them more into experimentation 
in a hope that something might make 





them feel better.” 

Proulx believes that the 
Hampden-Wilbraham com- 
munity has a unique set of 
circumstances _ regarding 
substance use prevention. 
Being in a smaller, more 
tight-knit community has 
the advantage of greater 
visibility of the Coalition 
and easier information 
dissemination throughout the com- 
munity. Conversely, smaller com- 
munities sometimes have difficulty 
acknowledging the reality of youth 
substance use, which can create in- 
creased stigma surrounding the issue 
for those who may be struggling with 
addiction. This can also cause a gen- 
eral disregard of the potential signs 
and symptoms of a possible addiction 
within the family unit as well. 

Proulx believes that efforts such 
as the Hampden-Wilbraham Partners 
for Youth Coalition are essential to 
cultivate diverse viewpoints and to 
help make meaningful change. He be- 
lieves it is necessary for all members 
of the community to be involved with 
prevention work because “Substance 
abuse does not discriminate. It doesn’t 
have a race or gender or creed or reli- 
gion. It affects every single person the 
same. We need to agree together on 
how to move forward.” 





WRITC will hold Candidate Caucus on March 25 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbra- 
ham Republican Town Committee 
will hold its annual Town Election 
Candidate Caucus on ‘Thursday, 
March 25 at the Minnechaug Audi- 
torium at 7 p.m. (doors open 
at 6:30). If events prohibit 
running the Caucus this day, 
April 6 is the alternate date. 

This is a meeting open to 
all, but only registered Re- 
publican voters are eligible 


the best of our ability a legitimate, 
interesting, and safe Caucus!” 

The annual Town Elections will 
be on May 15 at Minnechaug High 
School. 


LANDSCAPE FOREMAN 


Questions about the WRTC, the 
elections and the candidates, or if 
you need a ride to vote, contact Dave 
Sanders at daveasanders @charter. 
net or 413-330-0452. 


LANDSCAPE LABORER 












to participate in the voting 
and nomination process. We 
will adhere to the current 
state restriction guidelines. 
The slots listed below are 
open for election, however, 
those Republicans that noti- 
fy the WRTC of an interest 
in a position will be nomi- 
nated by the WRTC. Floor 
nominations will also be el- 
igible. 

The following positions 
are available for the May 16, 
2020 annual town election: 

Selectman (3 year term) 

Town Clerk (3 year term) 

Town Moderator (3 year 
term) 

Assessor (3 year term) 

Regional School Com- 
mittee (2 positions of 3 year 
term) 

Cemetery Commissioner 
(3 year term) 

Water Commissioner (3 
year term) 

Library Trustee (2 posi- 
tions of 3 year terms) 

Planning Board (5 year 
term) 

Housing Authority (5 
year term) 

WRTC member, Dave 
Sanders said: “Due to the 
unusual circumstances, the 
WRIC is meeting legal re- 
quirements to schedule to 


_ visit us at 
wilbrahamhampden 


times. turley.com 





Position Overview: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance jobs. 
This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast paced 
environment that requires quick thinking, 
a team oriented attitude and multi-tasking 
abilities. Our company also offers snow 
removal in the winter months as well. 


As foreman, you are responsible for 
completing jobs on time and to Keith Isham 
Landscaping, LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. You 
must also have the ability to train our crew 
labor with all precautions related to day to 
day landscaping activities. 





Job Description: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance 
jobs. This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast 
paced environment that requires quick 
thinking, a team oriented attitude and 
multi-tasking abilities. Our company 
Also offers snow removal in the winter 
months as well. 


As a Landscape Laborer, you are 
responsible for completing jobs on time 
and to Keith Isham Land-Landscaping, 
LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. 


Education/Experience Requirements: 
Experience working with all aspects of Landscaping & maintenance. Degree/certification 
and/or training in horticulture would be a plus. Valid drivers license, clean driving record 


and reliable transportation and DOT healthcard. 


Knowledge, Skills & Abilities: 
Must have great customer skills. Attention to detail with an eye for identifying plants, 
shrubs and trees commonly used in this region. Mechanical skills including operating 
equipment such as chainsaws, lawn mowers, etc. Heavy lifting is required. Experience 
safely driving a truck and trailer. Ability to interpret a variety of instructions furnished 
written or orally. Verbal & written communication skills. 


At Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC we have 
spent years working with clever, creative people 
- some come to us with years of experience and 
others are new to the green industry. We don’t 
present our potential clients with a resume and 
expect them to hire us...we show up and WOW 
them! We are inviting you to WOW us! 


We offer employees competitive pay 
commensurate with experience and/or education 
with a benefit package. We are a drug and 
alcohol free work environment. The applicant 
must pass a pre-employment drug test. 





KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING 


PO Box 151, 162 Wilbraham Road 
Hampden, MA 01036 








THE BEST FRESH f 
FOR SPRING! 


Beautiful Blooming 7 
Spring Bulbs it 


Colorful Tulips, Sunny Daffodils 
and Fragrant Hyacinths 


6-inch pots...$7.99 each 
2 for $15.00 : 


et 4. 






\ Beautiful 
«—. White Easter Lilies 
Easter Egg Mums 
Pretty Smiling 
Pansies & Violas 














Fill Your Easter Basket 


Handmade Chocolate Bunnies 
Milk, White ang Dark 


Gourmet Jelly Beans , 
Jelly Bean Filled Carrots © 


Tempting Assortment of Easter Candy 
Vermont “Nut Free” Chocolate & Candy 


From Randall’s Kitchen 
’ For Easter 


Randall’s Quiche ~ 8 Varieties | 
Fresh Baked Pies 
Fruit Pies and Cream Pies 
Hot Cross Buns ~ Cider Donuts 
Fresh Fruit Salad = 
Pu Fresh Fruit Platters Ex ‘i. 
Boar’s Head Sweet Slice Hams 
Blue Seal, Janik and 
Boar’s Head Kielbasa 


Place Your Easter Pre-Orders 
By March 31st 
Gluten Free Foods 
Fresh and Frozen 
Pies, Desserts, 
Cupcakes & Cookies 











Golden Ripe Pineapples 
..2 for $5.00 


Cantaloupes Large Size | 
..2 for $5.00 


Honeydew Melons 
...$3,.99 ea 


Fresh Green Beans 
...$1.49 |b 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
NEW HOURS OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY 


Find us on and You/) 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
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Monson Savings Bank 
scholarship applications 
available 


MONSON - The 2021 Monson Savings Bank Scholar- 
ship application is now available to graduating high school 
seniors in Hampden and Wilbraham. Applications are avail- 
able at the Hampden Branch office at 15 Somers Rd., Hamp- 
den, and the Wilbraham Branch office at 100 Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham. 

The purpose of the Monson Savings Bank Scholarship 
is to promote the attainment of higher education for gradu- 
ating seniors who reside within the Bank’s footprint. Three 
$2,000 scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors in 
Hampden or Wilbraham. 

Graduating seniors must be planning to attend an ac- 
credited college, technical school or certification program. 
Scholarship awards will be based on the applicant’s finan- 
cial need, academic performance, and extracurricular activ- 
ities that you have participated in during school and after 
school, work experience, music/arts and/or sports programs. 

Monson Savings Bank is proud to be an integral part of 
its greater community. As such, the candidate for this schol- 
arship should have demonstrated a commitment to his/her 
community. Please include an essay outlining that service 
and the impact you achieved through your contribution. 

The deadline for application acceptance is April 5. 

The completed application and required supporting doc- 
uments will be accepted by mail or electronically. If you 
have any questions please contact Donna Easton-Vicalvi at 
(413) 725-4560 or at dvicalvi@monsonsavings.com. 


Jalbert of Hampden named 
to Chancellor’s list 


HAMPDEN -— The Charlton School of Business at 
the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth has released 
their Dean’s and Chancellor’s lists for fall of 2020. Fi- 
nance major Ben Jalbert of Hampden has made the Chan- 
cellor’s list with a GPA of 4.0. 


di Hampden House 
1 Allen St., Hampden, MA ¢ 413-566-8324 


EASTER SUNDAY 


Dine In or Take Out 
Brunch service begins at 11:00 am 
Brunch & Dinner Menu will be served 
RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 


EASTER SPECIALS 











Scholarships from Chase, 
Clarke, Stewart & 
Fontana Insurance Agency 


REGION — Chase, Clarke, Stewart & Fontana In- 
surance Agency, located in Springfield, is currently 
accepting applications for its 2021 ChaseIns & Ray 
Beattie Scholarship Awards. Two participating high 
school seniors will be awarded a $1,000 each. 

To view the scholarship requirements, visit www. 
chaseins.com. The deadline for recipients to apply is 
May I. 





Ketong Chen of Wilbraham 
named to Emerson College 
Dean’s List for fall 2020 


BOSTON —- Ketong Chen, a native of Wilbraham, 
has been named to Emerson College’s Dean’s List for 
the Fall 2020 semester. Chen is majoring in Media Arts 
Production and is a member of the Class of 2024. The 
requirement to make Emerson’s Dean’s List is a grade 
point average of 3.7 or higher. 


Scholarships from Chase, 
Clarke, Stewart & Fontana 
Insurance Agency 


REGION — Chase, Clarke, Stewart & Fontana In- 
surance Agency, located in Springfield, is currently ac- 
cepting applications for its 2021 ChaseIns & Ray Beat- 
tie Scholarship Awards. Two participating high school 
seniors will be awarded a $1,000 each. 

To view the scholarship requirements, visit www. 
chaseins.com. The deadline for recipients to apply is 
May l. 
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WNEU announces plans 
to hold unrestricted 
in-person classes in fall 


SPRINGFIELD — After successfully holding class- 
es primarily on campus under stringent COVID-19 
safety protocols throughout the fall of 2020 and 
spring of 2021, Western New England University has 
announced plans to return to unrestricted in-person 
learning for fall 2021. 

The announcement was made by WNE President 
Robert E. Johnson in a letter to the campus community 
on March 16. Of the roughly 3,000 colleges and uni- 
versities tracked by the College Crisis Initiative, West- 
ern New England University was one of just 27% of 
schools nationwide that resumed primarily in-person 
teaching last fall that continued throughout the spring 
through careful adherence to COVID-19 safety pro- 
tocols. 

The letter described the plan for all on-ground 
courses to be in classrooms without social distancing 
restrictions in place. 

‘We must thrive in uncertainty by being well-in- 
formed, decisive, and extremely well-prepared,’ 
Johnson said. “The decision to return to campus in 
this way has not been made lightly or without a great 
deal of planning,” wrote Johnson adding that detailed 
feedback and support from University administration 
along with guidance from state and national health ex- 
perts has led to this decision. 

Johnson noted that while the University will pre- 
pare for mostly on ground, in-person, unrestricted 
classes to resume in the fall, detailed contingency 
plans are in place if the University needs to revert to 
classrooms with social distancing. “We will be ready 
to execute our plan in a quick and organized manner 
that will reduce class sizes and add more hybrid op- 
tions to the course schedule.” 

Johnson expressed to the community that he very 
much looks forward to a return to the close interaction 
with students that is a hallmark of a WNE education. 
“T want to emphasize that University faculty and staff 
will be fully prepared to deal with whatever our situ- 
ation may bring, as has been the case all along,’ said 
Johnson. “I am both cautious and optimistic in all that 
we are planning for you.” 

The Fall 2021 semester will begin on Monday, 
Aug. 30. 


Scholarships for volunteerism, 
community grants offered through WCA 





WILBRAHAM - Over 40 years ago, 
town residents founded the Wilbraham 
Community Association on the basis of 
volunteer involvement to promote civic 
pride and enrich our community. 

The WCA is offering scholarships to 
any Wilbraham high school senior who has 
helped our community by volunteering in 
some way. Up to two $1,000 scholarships 
are available to fund any type of academic 
or vocational education in pursuit of a ca- 
reer goal. 

Applications are also available for 


grants issued through the Wilbraham Com- 
munity Association. The Association will 
offer grants up to $750 to hometown non- 
profit organizations. The WCA was found- 
ed by Wilbraham residents to promote and 
enrich the community. Grants help fulfill 
the mission by funding projects that help 
improve the town. 

The deadline for applications for schol- 
arships and community grants is March 31. 
For further information or to request an ap- 
plication, email CDuquette @charter.net or 
call Cate Duquette at (413) 596-8315. 


Eggs Benedict ~ Steak & Eggs ~ Lobster Omelette 


Graham Cracker Crusted French Toast 
Prime Rib ~ Surf & Turf 


TAKE OUT EASTER FAMILY MEALS 


Pre-order only! Must be received 
by Thursday, April 1st at 2:00 pm 
Choose from our regular Family Meals 
plus these Easter Specials: 
Maple Glazed Ham ~ $44 
Slow Roasted Beef Sirloin ~ $52 
Both are served with Rosemary Yukon Gold Potatoes, 
baby carrots, garden salad and bread. 
Family meals feed up to six people. 


FULL SERVICE HOME CATERING AVAILABLE! 


See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 


lacucinahampden.com 
LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS 


(: 


el 
fi 


a 
re 
r 


= 
i 
a 

1 & 
. 
a 


—s 
= 
apt tr al > rs 
4 1s Ce | 
= i: i 
= . as, 

“Sh Tee A an r 
oe eo a. 3 bs, 
i - ee uw = 

oi 
ay . 
- at i 
: cm) al 
pyle 
, Es mt i | f 
oh a, a 

Co | 
ane ie ain 
pena) 9 7 oe ad 

-_" LN ” if 
Pete | i - * : r Le 4 
| I 
il 
— Saas oi 


ee 


OBINSON 


TR EE SERVICE 


Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service « Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted + 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 


Mon - Thurs 3-9 pm 


Fri & Sat 2-10 pm 
Sunday 2-9 pm 








508-641-5249 ¢ office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 
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MMWEC offers scholarships to Minnechaug 


High School seniors 


LUDLOW - Applications now being accepted for the 
Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company 
(MMWEC) scholarship program. 

MMWEC is offering four $1,000 scholarships to be 
awarded to qualifying seniors from Ludlow High School 
and Minnechaug Regional High School who are plan- 
ning to attend either a two- or four-year college. Scholar- 
ships will be awarded to two students from Ludlow High 
School, one Minnechaug student from Hampden, and 
one Minnechaug student from Wilbraham. Students must 
plan to pursue a degree in disciplines related to engineer- 
ing, environmental sciences, finance, or accounting. 

Scholarship awards will be based on several factors, 
including academic achievement, area of study, and need. 
All seniors planning to pursue one of the specified aca- 
demic areas are encouraged to apply, regardless of their 
class ranking. 

To be considered, students must submit all required 
documents including a letter of recommendation from 
their guidance counselor and a letter detailing their edu- 
cational and professional goals. The submission deadline 


is April 6 and MMWEC will only be accepting electron- 
ic applications this year. Application and submission 
details will be shared with students via their guidance 
counselors. 

As part of its commitment to the Ludlow, Hampden, 
and Wilbraham communities, MMWEC has awarded 
$52,000 in scholarships to help local students defray the 
cost of higher education since the inception of the schol- 
arship program in 1998. 

MMWEC is the joint action agency for public power 
in Massachusetts, providing a variety of power supply, fi- 
nancial, risk management 
and other services to the 
state’s consumer-owned, 
municipal utilities. 
MMWEC is the operator 
and principal owner of the 
Stony Brook power plant 
on Moody Street and has 
been a corporate resident 
of Ludlow for 43 years. 
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Wilbraham Women’s 
Club scholarships 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN — The Wilbraham 
Women’s Club is offering two $1,000 scholarships to 
Wilbraham or Hampden residents who are graduating 
seniors planning on attending a four-year college or 
university. 

Applications are available in the guidance office at 
Minnechaug Regional High School. If a student at- 
tends a private school and would like an application, 
contact Mrs. Agnew at (413) 596-9480. The deadline 
for receipt of the application is April 5. 












2341 Boston Rd... (Rt. 20) 
Wilbraham, MA 


413.279.2020 


Follow Us On Facebook & 





Valley Press Club scholarships 
available for journalism students 


REGION — The Valley Press Club, 
based in Springfield, will award up to six 
$1,000 scholarships to high school seniors 
in Western Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut who are interested in pursu- 
ing a career in journalism. 


The Valley Press Club Scholarships, 
funded by contributions and dues to the 
Press Club, are for students planning ca- 
reers in print, online or broadcast journal- 
ism. 

e The Republican Scholarship, funded 
by The Republican, is for students living 
within the newspaper’s circulation area 
who are planning careers in print journal- 
ism. 

e The 22News Scholarship, funded by 
WWLP-22News is for students planning 
careers in broadcast journalism. 

e The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship, established in memory of 
a chief photographer for the Springfield 
Newspapers, is for students planning ca- 
reers in photojournalism. 

¢ The Rhonda Swan Memorial Schol- 
arship, established in memory of the 
award-winning journalist, editor and au- 
thor, is for students who are underrep- 
resented, in the Springfield, Mass. area, 
planning careers in journalism. 


e The Al Jaffe Scholarship, funded 
by Mr. Jaffe, the Valley Press Club’s first 
scholarship recipient in 1964, who retired 
in 2015 as vice president of talent negotia- 
tion and production recruitment at ESPN, 
is for students planning careers in broad- 
cast journalism or sports journalism. 

Primary emphasis 1s placed on career 
goals, writing ability, scholastic aptitude 
and overall achievement as measured by 
an applicant’s high school transcript, class 
rank, academic awards, SAT scores and 
extracurricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are avail- 
able at www. ValleyPressClub.com, high 
school guidance offices, or by emailing 
NTassinari@TheBigE.com Applications 
may be sent by mail to Noreen Tassinari, 
VPC Scholarship Chair, Eastern States 
Exposition, 1305 Memorial Avenue, West 
Springfield, MA 01089 or electronically 
to NTassinari1@TheBigE.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is April 15. Over the 
course of five decades, The Valley Press 
Club has presented over $130,000 in 
scholarships to eligible students. 

The Valley Press Club consists of ac- 
tive and retired journalists and public re- 
lations professionals from corporate and 
nonprofit organizations. 





ye 


KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 


Custom built in Wilbraham. Come see our showroom. 
15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 


wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 


2021-Time to organize your closet! 


A custom closet system is the 
necessity that will also be a luxury. 
We work with you to design and 
build the perfect closet system to 
match your needs, style and home. 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST... © 


USDA INSP. STOREMADE 


ITALIAN SAUSAGE 


ALL VARIETIES ramuy paca > 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK BUTTS 


WHOLE. sesssssssssssssssses 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 


USDA INSP 


“a ROAST BEEF 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


oF 39 


“1% 


wes LENTEN 
“< SPECIALS 
WHOLE TILAPIA .....e.0.0.°2 5 




































Our Website For Updates! 


4) Spring Is In The Air! 4+ 
NEW SPRING COCKTAILS SUND AY BRUNCH! 


& MARTINIS ARE HERE! 


©. COMING SOON | 11:30-2:30pm 


Outdoor Dining | * $3 Mimosas 
& Live Musicl e $6 Bloody Marys 


eae 
e |, full menu all day 
“ASK ABOUT OUR* 

TRAYS T0 GO! 


EST. 2016 


WATCH THE 
+" GAMES HERE! 


LUNCH 


e THURSDAY-SATURDAY e 
Made from Scratch 
Soups, Salads, Sandwiches, 
& Petite Portion Main Meals 


$15 PRIME RIB — 


UA IVIEALS 


PITTS Tie Vea loesity eel Ira RTs) EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 
OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 


Serving Lunch: Serving Dinner: 
Thursday-Saturday Tues.-Thurs.4-9pm 
Starting at 11:30am Fri. -Sat. 4-9:30pm 


Sunday 
Hours: 
11:30am-8pm 


route2Obarandgrille.com & 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIBEYE 
STEAKS 


“6 


USDA INSP 
oe FROZEN 


NEW ZEALAND 
FRENCHED 
LAMB RACKS 


$899 
USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST eaves und OOS 
CHICKEN LEG 

1/48 TRAY PAK vissivesiensvausainnsis 39 


USDA INSP. FROZEN SMOKED 


1/2 HAM PORTIONS BUTT 
or SHANK PORTIONS sane 0 % 


USDA INSP. HATFIELD 16-20 LB 


SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
WHOLE SMOKED HAM... 2» 





USDA INSP FROZEN 40 0Z 


USDA INSP FROZEN 





IMITATION CRAB FLAKES*4*; 
BREADED SHRIMP..........°349 


PA raeneen §20Avocado St. 


Springfield 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


$977 718 
bp BAG 
SALE DATES: 


3/25/21 - 3/31/21 BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION » SERVICE 
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Thank you and a 
fond farewell to 
you, Wilbraham! 


By Bob Page 
Former president, 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors 


I wish to take this opportunity 
to say a warm so long to the many 
friends I made during the 47 years I 
had the pleasure of living in Wilbra- 
ham. Whenever I mowed the lawn or 
shoveled the driveway on our Stony 
Hill home a lot friendly folks went by 
tooting their horn and getting a smile 
and a wave from me. You are wonder- 
ful people and I will never forget you. 

As some of you may know, I have 
moved to sunny Arizona to spend my 
last years without a cold and snowy 
winter and to be with my son and 
his wife. Thank you all for the warm 
memories Wilbraham! 

A few observations as I head off 
into the sunset. The Senior Center and 
The Wilbraham Council on Aging was 
founded 39 years ago. Since that time 
the Wilbraham Senior Center has been 
housed in four separate locations. 
All of them were too small. Three of 
them were hand-me-downs and poorly 
designed for the use of Wilbraham’s 
rapidly growing senior population. 
Enough good things cannot be said of 
the Senior Center staff: Director Paula 
Dubord, Mary Ellen Schmidt, Barba- 
ra Harrington, Jen Curtis and Gregg 
Schmutte. Let’s not forget the Veter- 
ans Service Officer Jered Sasen. 

Currently, our center is rented 
from the YMCA at an annual cost of 
$72,960. As an aside, each month the 
Senior Center must “borrow” space 
from the YMCA to have our luncheon 
for 100 seniors because we don’t have 
enough room. Also Wilbraham’s lease 
is for only half of the kitchen. The oth- 
er half is the Y’s. Bet you didn’t know 
that either! 

It’s important to realize that seniors 
represent 38% (and growing) of the 
town’s adult population. For my last 
28 years in Wilbraham, I was a senior 
citizen and spent a lot of that time rais- 
ing money and community awareness 
toward the goal of a new and appropri- 
ately sized Senior Center of our very 
own and I was proud to do so. 

During these last several years, the 
town has provided it’s citizenry a new 
police station, a new fire station with 
some renovations, a new Minnechaug, 
heavily renovated Mile Tree and Stony 
Hill schools and completed a remark- 
able Spec Pond Recreational Complex 
— all necessary and much needed. Se- 
niors have voted for and supported to 
help pay for all these projects! Only 
one thing is missing: a Senior Center 
for our own 4,428 vigorous and wor- 
thy elderly. 

The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors 
have already raised over $250,000 for 
a new Center. Fortunately, a very suit- 
able town-owned site has been found 
to build upon. Also, Wilbraham needs 
its own Senior Center that would be 
suitable as a warming and cooling 
center when the conditions arise. In 
the past, Hampden and Ludlow have 
pitched in to help us out in that regard. 

Thank you once again Wilbraham 
for 47 years of wonderful memories. 
Wilbraham is a beautiful and desir- 
able community. As I said before, it 
just needs this one more thing: a new 
Senior Center suitable to its needs. I 
hope I live to see it become a reality. 





Letters /o (he Editor 


Please pick up after dogs 


I walk dogs in Wilbraham 
and am SADDENED when I see 
dog feces left behind by other 
people walking their dogs and 
NOT picking up after their dogs. 
It 1s rude and crude that peo- 
ple who walk their dogs do not 
care for other peoples property. 
A few days ago while driving 
down Main Street, Wilbraham 
and in front of Wilbraham-Mon- 
son Academy, I stopped to wait 
for students to cross and there 
was an older couple walking 
their dog on a re-tractable leash 


who let their dog relieve itself 
on the lawn by the clock. They 
DID NOT PICK it up. Sadly, the 
grounds crew for WMA tries to 
keep the areas around the facil- 
ity well groomed and available 
to all. 

I wish I had had time to stop 
and speak to them, but then I am 
sure they would have looked at 
me like I had two heads. But, I 
do pick up after the dog I walk 
and I do often pick up dumps 
left by others. 

I know they would not want 


dong dump in their yards, that is 
why they walk their dogs on the 
streets, but it s not proper. I have 
walked on the trails in FOUN- 
TAIN PARK over the years and 
YES, the same applies there. 
People let their dog relieve 
themselves on the paths and DO 
NOT PICK it up. This has been 
a problem there for years. 

A friend of animals and 
beautiful walking areas around 
our town, 

Sandra Thorne 


Wilbraham 





Thankful for help in receiving vaccines 


During a time when so many 
people, particularly seniors, are 
having difficulty obtaining an ap- 
pointment for a vaccine, we con- 
sider ourselves to be very fortu- 
nate to have received our vaccines 
on Feb. 11 and March 11. We can- 





not express our thanks and grati- 
tude enough for the combined co- 
ordination of Becky Moriarty and 
Wendy Cowles at the Hampden 
Senior Center, as well as the Wil- 
braham Senior Center and their 
Through their 


many volunteers. 






© 


efforts, receiving our vaccines was 
not only easy and efficient, but a 
pleasant experience as well. 

Thank you for all that you do 
for our senior community. You are 
very much appreciated. 


Jim and Caroline Cabrini 
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Fun with houseplants 


cided to re-pot a number of 

my “houseplants.” I figured 
the timing was good, since be- 
fore too long the plants would 
be responding to longer days 
with increased growth. They 
would relish new soil and more 
room for their roots to sprawl in 
the bigger pots I would provide. 
While I have never really felt 
that my outdoor “green thumb” 
has transferred to indoor plants, 
I’ve managed not to kill enough 
of them so that one morning of 
February vacation was spent with 
my hands in potting soil liberat- 
ing them from a fate of being root 
bound in the same tired soil. 

One of my favorite house- 
plants is the Gerber daisy. Most 
people think of this plant as a 
summer annual, and it technically 
is here in the northeast, but frugal 
Yankees (i.e. Mom and I) have 
been keeping them alive through 
the winter for years now. Its pretty 
pastel daisy-type flowers remind 
me of those the prankster clowns 
use to squirt water in the faces of 
unsuspecting folks. In our house 
we call it the “happy plant.’ I 


Je about a month ago I de- 


had three good-sized 
pots of them, all with 
tired soil. It showed 
by how yellow-green 
the leaves were. I 
moistened my com- 
post-based Coast of 
Maine potting soil and 
proceeded to pry the 
plants apart, giving 
the divisions a fresh 
pot and a splash of 
liquid fertilizer once 
back on the windowsill. 
I am happy to say I now have one 
flower and a few others awaiting 
in the crown! Success! 

Three other plants typical- 
ly grown as annuals were saved 
from winter’s chill and brought 
indoors as an experiment. One 
was a lobelia plant that grew in 
a ceramic pot by my front door 
all summer. Usually lobelias pe- 
ter out during the dog days, but 
this newer variety kept right on 
blooming right through the heat. 
For the fun of it, I cut it back in 
late October and put it, pot and 
all in my mud room. Lo and be- 
hold, it started to grow. I provided 
it with light, some fresh soil and 





Roberta McQuaid 


said liquid fertiliz- 
er, and it is actually 
sporting a few blos- 
soms right now. I am 
only hoping it will 
be happy indoors for 
several more weeks; 
thankfully —lobelias 
are fairly cold har- 
dy so I can probably 
get it outside earlier 
than most flowering 
plants. 

Another annual I 
overwintered is heliotrope. Giv- 
en to me as a gift last summer, 
its purple, vanilla-baby powder 
scented flowers provided a ol- 
factory pick-me-up whenever 
needed. Admittedly, this plant 
struggled over the winter but with 
fresh soil and a brighter window 
it is thriving once more. The 
same goes for a coleus that I got 
from a my friend Jean a year and 
a half ago. I decided take cuttings 
of all three to increase my coffers 
and happily both the coleus and 
the lobelia have rooted. It’s been 
tricky to keep the almost furry 


Please see GARDEN, page 7 
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Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Elise Linscott 
elinscott@turley.com 


STAFF WRITER 
Dalton Zbierski 
dzbierski@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Jocelyn Walker 
Jwalker@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


WEB 
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes. 
turley.com 


Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 





Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 








March 25, 2021 


GARDEN from page 6 


heliotrope leaves from wilting while 
awaiting roots. More research neces- 
sary there. 

Late last spring I made a mixed 
planter with succulent type plants 
for my porch. I used what I had, 
including two tiny kalachoe plants 
rescued from where I don’t recall. 
They looked so pathetic that I plant- 
ed them almost in the same hole to 
make one decent-sized plant. But 
alas, in just three months of good 
soil and a warm porch they tripled 
in size and by February were full of 
aphids. After a soapy bath they were 
separated, each given their own pot. 
Now, one has flower buds! I have 
read that kalanchoes are easy to 
propagate. Simply take a cutting of 
terminal growth two to three inches 
long, stripping off all but the top 2 
or 3 leaves. Allow the stem to callus 


and then insert into a free-draining 
type of potting soil, one comprised 
of peat moss and perlite is ideal. 
Begin checking for roots in about a 
month. 

Another plant that faced true 
liberation a month ago was an ama- 
ryllis that I received in a fancy clear 
container. The bulb was waxed, or 
maybe even covered in some kind of 
plastic. Hard to tell.. All you had to 
do was put it on the shelf, no potting 
up required. Something did not set 
well with me about this fancy new 
modus...they want you to throw 
it away afterwards! But I kept my 
comment to myself, thanked the per- 
son who gave it to me and watched 
as it bloomed, nicely, but on a short- 
er stem than what I am used to. Once 
the flowers had passed it looked as 
though another stem wanted to put 
out flower buds, but it just sort of 
sat there. I decided I would operate, 
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gently peeling the wax off the bulb. 
After planting in potting soil the 
amaryllis did bloom and has since 
put out healthy white roots this last 
month. Next it will grow a healthy 
crop of foliage then go dormant be- 
fore blooming again next fall/winter. 

It was a lot of fun to repot and 
experiment with my “houseplants.” 
Maybe I’ve had some success be- 
cause not all of them were inten- 
tioned for the house all along. Or 
maybe my luck is changing! 

Roberta McQuaid — graduated 
from the Stockbridge School of Ag- 
riculture at the University of Massa- 
chusetts. For the last 28 years, she 
has held the position of staff horti- 
culturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 





TEENS from page 1 


ber-bullying if users leave offensive 
comments or if friends share pass- 
words and post inappropriate con- 
tent to each other’s profiles. Youth 
advisory board member and West- 
field High School senior Grace Re- 
gan suggested not allowing friends 
to share passwords with each other 
and setting user profiles to private 
so strangers can’t access their pho- 
tos. 

Snapchat was categorized as 
medium risk since photos sent 
through Snapchat, although disap- 
pearing, can be screenshotted and 
saved, and some users may be more 
likely to send inappropriate photos. 
Snapchat also has a location-shar- 
ing feature, although it can 
be disabled by turning on 
“shost mode.” 

“It’s also a communi- 
cation social media, so it’s 
just medium risk,’ Regan 
said. 

TikTok, also caetgorized 
medium risk, has “blown 
up recently,” Anselmo said. 
It’s used for discovering 
and sharing short videos. 
Malcolm, a youth advisory 
board member, suggested 
turning off the “allow oth- 
ers to find me” toggle for 
“an additional layer of pri- 
vacy to prevent your child’s 
account from showing up 
in search results to protect 
them from predators and 
others you don’t know on 
the app,” he said. 

It’s also easy to spend 
more time than intended 
scrolling through TikTok 
since the videos are so 
Short, he said. And some 
can contain suggestive 
dancing or clothing — for 
that reason, Malcolm rec- 
ommended parents turn on 
“restricted mode” to limit 
the appearance of content 
that might not be appropri- 
ate for all audiences. 

Despite the potential 
risks involved with social 
media, these apps can also 
help kids stay connected to 


spread awareness about different 
social causes, including social jus- 
tice moments, body positivity and 
mental health awareness. 

Bridget advocated parents opt 
for “regulation and communication 
over restriction” of low- and medi- 
um-risk social media apps, she said. 

Ingrid Frau, assistant district 
attorney, also cautioned anyone un- 
derage against sending or request- 
ing photos containing nudity — both 
of which are felonies. 

“Once you forward a picture, 
whether it’s of you, a cute puppy, 
a new pair of shoes you bought, it’s 
our of your control where it lands,’ 
Frau said. And that photos can be 
accessed by police in an investiga- 
tion, whether or not it was deleted 
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each other, which has been Meet STORM - 
; } Our Newest 
especially important during Team Member! 


the pandemic, said youth 
advisory board member 
Bridget. 

“It’s important for kids 
to foster relationships with 
teammates, classmates, ex- 
tended family,’ she said. “I 
think kids that don’t have 
access to that are at a disad- 
vantage.” 

Social media has also 
been an easy way to share 
vital information and 


Sales & Service 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


4 : a 
Auto Repair 


from the device. 

To block inappropriate content 
from appearing on a child’s phone, 
Anselmo recommended apps like 
Bark. 

“A lot of these apps (like Bark) 
will either not allow a child to 
change the settings or if they do 
change them, they notify you if 
that happens,’ Anselmo said. “I 
also think it’s important to not just 
spring this on a child... I think a big 
thing is talking to them about why 
it’s there and that you’re doing this 
for a reason, because there’s a lot of 
stuff out there that may be harmful 
to you and this is going to help with 
that.” 





LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 










Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
©) & Excludes 
diesel & 
synthetic 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 


Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 3/31/21 T 










$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF 


any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 3/31/21 T 





10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 3/31/21 T 


WHEEL 


$G9°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 3/31/21 T 


(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
: (to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 
} e Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles « Snow Tire Changeover 


5 Star Authorized 
Registered State 
Emissions Repair 


413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 


TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 


oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 
| 
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Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
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St. Cecilia Catholic 
Women’s Club scholarships 


Scholarship applications are now available for 2021 high 
school seniors. To be eligible a student must be a graduating 
high school senior and a member of St. Cecilia Parish. 

Selection factors include academic achievement, char- 
acter, leadership and financial need. Applications can be 
picked up in the guidance offices at Minnechaug Regional 
High School, Ludlow High School, St. Cecilia Parish office 
or download the application from the St. Cecilia Church 
website at: saintceciliawilbraham.org. 

Two $1,000 scholarships will be awarded in May 2021 
and will be granted directly to the students to help defray 
the cost of tuition, books, fees, or supplies. 

The application deadline is April 5. Please mail to: St. 
Cecilia Women’s Club, St. Cecilia Parish, 42 Main St., Wil- 
braham, MA 01095. If you have questions, please contact 
Sue Agnew, (413) 596-9480. 





Scholarship Foundation 
set to award $45,000 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN -—_ The _ Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Scholarship Foundation is set to award 
over $45,000 in scholarships to seniors this spring. 

Scholarship applications have been mailed to eligible 
seniors. Additionally, the application may be completed 
online by visiting https://wilbraham-hampdenscholar- 
shipfoundation.org/scholarships/application/. Applica- 
tions must be postmarked by March 5 at noon. 

Any questions, please contact the foundation at info @ 
wilbraham-hampdenscholarshipfoundation.org. 
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® La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm: 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


@ Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 








Page 8 


HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM 


A month in the life of the town 


60 years ago this 
month 


By Charlie Bennett 
Times Editor Emeritus 


With each “His- 
torical § Wilbraham” 
column I write, I like 
to include a sample of 
local news written by 
my mother, Ethel M. 
Bennett, who was the 
Wilbraham correspon- 
dent for the Spring- 
field daily newspaper 
The Morning Union 
from the 1940’s through 
1970’s. For this column I went 
back to March 1961 to provide a 
longer and selective look at life 
in Wilbraham 60 years ago. 

(Some of the dates of when 
these stories were published 
were not saved but the content 
was preserved intact. I assure 
you they all ran in 1961, the 
year that I graduated from Min- 
nechaug Regional High School.) 


Principal Resigns 
Prep school and Harvard 
graduate Arthur W. Reynolds, 
the principal of Minnechaug 
Regional High School since it 











Charlie Bennett 


opened in 1959, announced his 
resignation in March of 1961. 
He said he would stay until the 
end of the school year and leave 
in August. 

There was much _ specula- 

tion in town about why 
the erudite Reynolds 
would quit a leader- 
ship position that was 
considered the cream 
of the crop of high 
schools in’ Greater 
Springfield, a brand- 
new _ State-of-the-art 
facility where 48 can- 
didates interviewed for 
the principal’s job. 

John Lyman, Hamp- 
den-Wilbraham Region- 
al School Committee chairman, 
told the newspaper that he has 
“nothing but praise for the fine 
job Reynolds has done and sin- 
cerely regrets the principal’s ac- 
tion.’ Reynolds was appointed 
in April of 1959 and the school 
opened that fall. 

“He has no definite plans for 
the future except that he plans to 
return to classroom teaching,” 
wrote my mother. 


Soldiers Monument 
“The Soldiers Monument at 
Crane Park, Wilbraham Center, 


Members of the first three classes at Minnechaug in the 60’s were 
present when the Time Capsule was opened in 2011 at a School 
Committee meeting. The classmate on the left, Judy Cmero, was a 
co-winner of the contest to name the new high school “Minnechaug”. 
(From left) Cmero, Judi McDonald Theocles, Roberta Marco Albano 
reads yearbook, Charlie Bennett from the Times and Susan Tripp Hintze. 
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CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 


Thanks to our wonderful “friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thre, VOB = 4yald 2 a, Wei Anon 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more Memacicn call 263-3330 ext. 100 
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The Soldiers Monument at Crane Park was attacked by pranksters 
from Wilbraham Academy on a March day in 1961. TIMES FILE PHOTO 


was painted as white as the snow 
that fell on it early Friday morn- 
ing by pranksters Police Chief 
William Pollitt said,’ wrote Eth- 
el Bennett on an early March 
day. 

The front windows of Center 
Drug (later to become Louis & 
Clark Drugs) were also found 
covered with soap. Both deeds 
were noticed by the storekeep- 
er (at the Village Store) when 
he opened for business Friday 
morning. Chief Pollitt, after in- 
vestigating, found an empty can 
of shaving cream near the base 
of the monument. 

Upon checking at Wilbraham 
Academy, lime was found on 
one youth’s snowshoes. When 
confronted, the boy confessed 
the mischief to the chief. Two 
classmates were also involved. 
All three boys were age 16 are 
and were disciplined by Acade- 
my officials. 


Candidate for Selectman 
Comparative newcomer to 


Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 


town, Mary P. Files, wasted no 
time in getting involved in lo- 
cal politics, though the article in 
the Morning Union did not say 
which political party she was 
affiliated with. Since she was 
bucking the status quo, I suspect 
she was running as a Democrat 
since Wilbraham was run by 
Republicans those days, as it is 
today. 

The newspaper quoted Mrs. 
Files who showed she had a chip 
on her shoulder: “I firmly be- 
lieve that that no one selectman 
should run the town. We have 
three selectmen; therefore, three 
selectmen, not just one, should 
be our guides. Our town should 
be represented by two parties not 
just one, because of the existence 
of two parties provide balance 
and a check against authoritari- 
anism and its dictatorial conse- 


quences.” 
Files also showed impa- 
tience: “I am not going to wait 


20 years nor 10 years, nor even 
five years to offer my services 







ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 


Snow Removal 


Snow/Ice Damage Repair __ 


Tel. 413-283-4395 


Gl 


617-208- 9274 


FAIRWAY 


INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE CORPORATION 


Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


Hablo Espanol 


Looking to Purchase or Refinance at a 


LOVW RATE? 


/, 
Trusted Name Since 1982 


March 25, 2021 





Townsfolk speculated why 
Arthur W. Reynolds abruptly 
gave up his position as principal 
of the new Minnechaug Regional 
High School. PHOTO FROM 1961 
“FALCON” YEARBOOK. 


to this town. I am offering them 
right now because now is the 
time they are needed.” The elec- 
tion was March 18, 1961. She 
lost. 


Minnechaug Publications 

When the new Minnechaug 
building opened in 1959 there 
was no senior class. Those of us 
from Hampden and Wilbraham 
had gone to high school at sev- 
eral schools in Springfield such 
as Classical, Technical and the 
High School of Commerce. We 
were bussed into and out of the 
city every day. We all rendez- 
voused at Memorial grammar 
and junior high school in the 
morning where we transferred to 
a school bus going into the city. 

The bus dropped us off at the 
three different city high schools, 
all on State Street. At the end 
of the school day the busses 
picked us up and brought us 
back to town. But the students 
from Hampden and Wilbraham 
in the Senior Class did not re- 
turn to town to reign at the new 
Minnechaug. They stayed in the 
city to complete their secondary 
education with the Springfield 
students. 

That meant that our Class of 
1961 came to Minnechaug as the 
top dogs for the final two years 
of our education. There were no 
seniors at Minnechaug in 1959- 
60. We juniors ruled the roost for 
two years. Then we became the 
first class to graduate from the 
new high school in 1961. As I 
mentioned, Arthur Reynolds was 
the first principal. 

Looking back to those 
60 years I am pleased to 
say there are classmates, 
residents of our towns all 
ages 77 or 78, who still 
live here, like Judi Mc- 
Donald Theocles, Judy 
Cmero, Louise Capaccio 
Goodrich, Jay Braskie, 
Carolyn Nieutupski Bak- 
er, Dr. Walt Presz, and 
myself in Wilbraham and 
Ben Bump and Charlie 
Thompson in Hampden. 
Thompson, who is_ the 
Minnechaug Land Trust 
Trailmaster, still plays ten- 
nis with me every week. 

Judy Cmero, who pre- 
sented the essay “The 
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NMLS#2289 


jeff.clark@fairwaymc.com 


Jeff Clark Loan officer « NMLS#1886434 
783 Southbridge, Auburn, MA 01501 
Office: 508-407-8300 





Race Problem in the Unit- 
ed States and Its Effect on 
Foreign Policy” at grad- 
uation exercises in the 
Minnechaug Auditorium 
on June 8, 1961, was ac- 
tually one of the persons 
who named the new high 
school. She was a co-win- 
ner of the contest to name 
the high school “Min- 


MA Mortgage Broker and 
Lender License #MC2289 
MA Loan Originator 
License #MLO1886434 


Please see HISTORY, 
page 9 
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nechaug”’, which means “Berryland” in 
the Native American tongue. 

Two of Minnechaug’s new flagship 
publications were saluted in the Morning 
Union in March of 1961. Student Timothy 
McGinty was the editor of the first year- 
book to be published at the school, ““The 
Falcon’. The story said, “Tim spent many 
hours of his free time supervising and 
assisting in the production of the book. 
Countless problems had to be solved, 
assistants to be chosen and details in the 
complex job to be carefully attended to.” 

Susanne Buxton was the editor of the 
school newspaper “The Smoke Signal”. 
The paper’s advisor was English teacher 
Vivian Little. The editor’s job included di- 
recting proofreading, makeup and layout. 

I was the “Smoke Signal’s’ first 
business manager and printed the mim- 
eographed newspaper with the help of 
my aforementioned classmate Charlie 
Thompson. When I became editor of the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, I wanted to 
give homage to the quality of the Smoke 
Signal’s writing, so I arranged for the re- 
printing of some of their articles in the 
Times. 


Lions Save Spec Pond 

The Wilbraham Lions Club worked 
very hard to establish the Spec Pond rec- 
reation area. In March they distributed 
1,000 buttons carrying the message “Save 
Spec Pond — Yes”. The buttons referred to 
Article 32 in the warrant for the 1961 An- 
nual Town Meeting. The town was offered 
the five acres of land by owner State Line 
Potato Chip Co. (located where Jake’s 
and the storage area are now) for $1 that 
included the road leading from Boston 
Road. The Town Meeting voted 301 in fa- 
vor, 3 opposed. 


Engagement 

What would a newspaper containing 
local news be without an engagement 
notice? In March it reported the engage- 
ment of Miss Patricia Szczebak, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Szczebak to 
James J. Diotalevi of Indian Orchard. No 
date had been set for the wedding yet. 

Miss Szczebak had graduated from 
Technical High School in Springfield and 
Green Mountain College. She was em- 
ployed as an assistant buyer in the Infants 
Dept. at Forbes & Wallace in Springfield. 

Over the years the couple would be 
better known as Patti and Jim Dhiota- 
levi. They operated Alpha Oil Co., were 
prominent members of the town, business 
community, and St. Cecilia’s Church. Jim 
passed away this February, at 80, and was 
fondly remembered by many people in 
town. 


NOTICE 


Gymnastics Championships 

The Morning Union was very proud 
that the fourth annual Massachusetts High 
School Gymnastic Championships would 
be held at Minnechaug March 25. The 
school’s director of physical education, 
Emerson Dunton, made the announce- 
ment. 

A capacity crowd in the high school 
gym was expected to watch 150 compet- 
itors representing 20 schools throughout 
the state. 


Low Bidder 

Nine bids for the Pines School addi- 
tion were opened on a Thursday. C. J. 
Driscoll of 1026 Bay St., Springfield with 
a general contract sum of $379,380 was 
selected low bidder. “Robert J. Driscoll 
of West Colonial Road is a partner in the 
company,” said the story. Article 6 of the 
Town Meeting Warrant asked for approv- 
al of the addition.” 


Club Meetings 

A good number of club meetings were 
held in the month of March 1961. The 
organizations included the Edward Pease 
Post 418 of the American Legion, Wil- 
braham’s Great Decisions group and the 
Men’s Club of St. Cecilia’s Church. 

Also meeting was the Grange, the 
Wilbraham Camera Club and Group 8 of 
the Women’s Guild of Wilbraham United 
Church. 

“Ribbons and Wrappings was the top- 
ic of Mrs. Olin Fisk of E. Longmeadow 
when she spoke at the April meeting of the 
Women’s Christian Fellowship of Grace 
Union Church. Mrs. Fisk was scheduled 
to demonstrate “things that can be accom- 
plished with ribbons” and have on display 
gift wrappings of unique design. 


Sources: Various issues of the Springfield Morn- 
ing Union. “Timeline of History” by Bernard Grun, 
Touchstone Publishing. Chauncey Peck who wrote 
“The History of Wilbraham, 1731, 1763-1913”. 
“The Military Rolls of the Outward Commons” by 


J. Bruce Tingle. 


Editor Emeritus Charlie Bennett is a 
member of the Historic Commission and 
a trustee of 
the Wilbra- 
ham Athe- 
neum Soci- 
ety. Readers 
can contact 
him with 
comments 
or ideas for 
the column 
at cben- 
nett4765 @ 
charter.net. 
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WNE University College of Pharmacy 
professor Dr. Melissa Mattison to 
serve on Springfield ‘Vax Force’ 


SPRINGFIELD — College of Phar- 
macy Associate Professor Dr. Melissa 
Mattison has been selected to serve on 
Springfield’s Vax Force committee. 

Vax Force is a COVID-19 vaccine 
education committee created by Spring- 
field Mayor Domenic Sarno and Health 
and Human Services Commissioner 
Helen Caulton-Harris. The Vax Force 
committee provides credible COVID-19 
resources and education to the residents 
of Springfield and works to debunk vac- 
cine myths. 

“T am truly honored to work with the 
task force in providing guidance and re- 
assurance to Springfield residents with 
regard to the safety and efficacy of the 
COVID-19 vaccines,” said Dr. Mattison. 

Dr. Mattison was one of the first 
pharmacists in Massachusetts to begin 
immunizing in 2006 and led training ef- 
forts for the immunization program for 
Walgreens pharmacists 1n Massachu- 
setts. Dr. Mattison is currently a Clini- 
cal Associate Professor of Community 
Care, specializing in obesity and weight 
loss. She is the clinical director of the 
Community Patient Care Center on the 
WNE University campus and has re- 
cently assumed the role of Executive 
Director of Professional Affairs. 

Dr. Mattison joins a distinguished 
group of diverse, respected and trusted 
individuals from the Spring- 
field community that com- 
prise the Springfield Vax 
Force committee chaired by 
Helen Caulton-Harris. Mem- 
bers of the committee include 
Tom Ashe, Mayor’s Chief 
of Staff, City of Springfield; 
Elsie Sanchez, Chair, Medi- 
cal Reserve Corp.; Kathleen 
Szegda, Ph.D., Public Health 
Institute of Western MA; 
Jeffrey Scavron, M.D., Pub- 


We make senior living simple. 


Finding and understanding senior living options can be overwhelming 
and confusing. Oasis Senior Advisors is here to help, 
because the right place means everything. 


> Discuss financial options, location and preferences 
> Provide a personalized list of local housing options 
> Set up and tour communities with you 

> Once the right place is selected, we make transitions easy! 


Call for a free in-depth consultation today! 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 


space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


“Exactly what a Main Street 
Tavern should be” 
16 DRAFT LINES 
Original Cocktails 
10 TVs ¢ Touch Tunes Juke Box 


\ 
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Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
GREAT FOOD! 


cy) Ia. 


Sunday, Act rie 


12-5 PM 


hes ar 


SPECIAL MENU 
Pineapple Glazed Ham 


Truffle Lobster Mac & Cheese 


Lamb Rack 
Chicken Saltimbocca 


Also Serving our regular menu 


Reservations 
encouraged and accepted 


218 Main Street, Monson ¢ 413-893-9078 _ 
ceo Www.218mainstreettavern.com 


413-351- 


Eric Aasheim 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 
EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 


lic Health Council; Brightwood Health 
Center; Andrew Balder, M.D., Mason 
Square Health Center / HSH; Maria L1i- 
gus, CEO, New North Citizens Council; 
Jose Claudio, COO, New North Citi- 
zens Council; Sarah McAdoo, M.D., 
UMass Population Health Capstone 
Director; Denise Jordan, Executive Di- 
rector, Springfield Housing Authority; 
Jeanne Clancy, Public Health Council; 
Nursing Supervisory Springfield Pub- 
lic Schools; Yemisi Oloruntola-Coates, 
Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer 
Baystate Health; Wesley Days, Public 
Health Council; UMass _ Springfield; 
Tracy Chappell, Stone Soul Festival Co- 
ordinator. 

“Pharmacy Practice faculty at West- 
ern New England University contribute 
to patient care in the Springfield area on 
a daily basis and in a wide range of set- 
tings,” said Dr. Charles Caley Chair and 
Professor of Pharmacy Practice. “Since 
Jan. 4, pharmacists in Massachusetts, in- 
cluding Dr. Mattison, have been admin- 
istering COVID vaccinations to patients 
in nursing homes and long-term care 
facilities. This strengthens the public 
health value that pharmacists have and 
serves as an exemplary model for our 
PharmD students to learn from and em- 
ulate.” 


Our advertisers make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know you saw 


their ad in the 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 





















SENIOR ADVISORS. 


Because the right place 
means everything 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 
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Be MIGHTY! 
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Learn more >> BaystateHealth.org/MIGHTY 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 








Reese Smith 
celebrates St. 
Patrick’s Day at Rice 
Fruit Farm. 

Photo by David Miles. 


“Thank you Polish 
National for the 
breakfast today! 
Sorry we had to 
run out but it was 
enjoyed by the 
crew upon return,” 
the Hampden Fire 
Department wrote 
in a Facebook post 
on March 5. 





Reverend Barbara Thrall with Ken and Marianne Wagner, Jean Wyld, Joanne | 
March 20 at Christ the King Church. Photo by David Miles. 





THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS - 234 


Sano Healing was created to inspire, transform, and bring awareness 


y . to physical and mental health. It is done in the form of healing touch, 
caring words and a plethora of massage modalities. 


Therapeutic Massage @ Reiki ¢ Life Coaching Second Floor - Suite 203 


SANO 
m| HEALING : Your session will be Leeuet uur specific needs. ( 4 1 3 ) 2 7 2 - 9664 


60 minute massage-$75 ¢ 60 minute reiki-$90 


And much more, visit our website www.sanohealing.com 
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-, B R A A M é Judi Theocles is celebrating 
Hil omoyhudstelontmeoy el \/Koanol aiecn i 
| Happy Birthday, Judi! Love, your family. 


Happy Sweet 16, Taryn Grozio! 

You were the first to call me mom and I've 
been smitten ever since! Hard to believe 
you ll be driving a car soon as opposed to 
LULSimonuhvahelomenl-NolsevAyam Dix—\olaem olemenaromcorblona 
often. Love you my beautiful birthday girl. 


xoxo, Mom 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


Please send to elinscott@turley.com 


“Thank you to Jeanette Beane for making a fabulous 
dinner this evening for the working shift,” the 
Wilbraham Fire Department wrote in a post on their 
_aPlante, Liz Tousignant and Fran Selva, helping with a food drive on Facebook page on March 15. 














BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM, MA 
dhe Skin Studio with Maegen Arroyo, LE 413-459-6125 


www.theskinstudio.org 


| 7 kinchic1 il. 
e Anna Lotan Luxury Facials ¢ PCA Clinical Treatments £ skinchic1@gmail.com 


| | , nano #skinchict 
e Pevonia Botanica Facials ¢ Nutree Liquid Hair Removal | | | 
e Ellebana Lash Lift & Tint and Brow Tint Accepting clients 7 days a week by appointment 


Featuring: 
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Hampden Senior Center spring events 


Exercising with YMCA on Zoom — Open to every- 
one! Cost $2 per class. You will need a computer/laptop/ 
tablet, internet access and an email. Call (413) 566-5588 
for more details. 


Free Winter Vegetables — D & R Farm offers fresh 
produce and it’s FREE with HIP! Shares are limited, so 
call Wendy at (413) 566-5588 or email outreach @hamp- 
denma.gov to sign up. 


Warm your HEART by helping warm the 
HEARTS of others — Do you know a Senior in Hamp- 
den who is home bound and could use a little cheering 
up? We would love to send a little gift to show we care 


BETHLEHEM 


CHURCH 


EASTER 


GOOD FRIDAY 
7PM | IN-PERSON & ONLINE 


EASTER SUNDAY 
9 & 10:30 AM | IN-PERSON 
10:30 AM | ONLINE 


123 Allen St, Hampden, MA 
BethlehemHampden.org/Live 





Holy Week at 
Wel Loyasloevorb Usevinact Ouitien 


MAUNDY THURSDAY EASTER SUNDAY 
April 1, 7 P.M. AN WISI KANIY EE | 
Facebook Live Outdoor Worship¥ 
on Front)Vawn 
Streamed on 
Facebook Live 


OL OLO) Dy iI DANY 
April 2, 7 P.M. 
Facebook Live 

Bring 

a chair 

and a mask 

Communion 

will be served 


EASTER VIGIL 

April 3 

Sunrise to Sunset 

For vigil details call or email 
pastor@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 


Wilbraham United Church 


500 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 
(413) 596-2511 
www. wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 
Facebook.com/WilbrahamUnitedChurch 


“T am the vine. you are the branches” 





and help put a smile on their face. If you know someone 
who could use this gift of cheer please contact the Hamp- 
den Senior Center. 


Building Fundraiser — “Window Cling” — Easy 
Cling to place on your car or home window to show sup- 
port for the Hampden Senior Center. Suggested donation 
$2 each. All donations are applied to our building fund. 
Call (413) 566-5588 to place your order and for pick up 
details. 


Foot Care — Please call 566-5588 to schedule an 
appointment. Masks are required, and you must wait in 
your car until your scheduled appointment time, so we 


‘A beautiful joining of the 
Lutheran and Episcopal traditions.” 


Join us in oy ig 
the power of Jesus’ love for us! 


All services are on Zoom 
Visit www.ctkepiphany.org 


PALM SUNDAY, March 28, 10am 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 1, 6pm 
GOOD FRIDAY, April 2, 7pm 
EASTER SUNDAY, April 4, 10am ~ 
A joyous celebration with preaching & music 





758 Main Street, Willbraham (across from Rice Fruit Farm) 
413-596-3045 - www.ctkepiphany.org 


1 Peter 1:3: 


“Prawse be to the Goo 
and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy 
he had given us 
new birth into a 
living hope through 
the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ 
from the dead.” 


can sanitize in between appointments. 


Memory Café to meet via Zoom on Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — Memory Cafe is a safe and com- 
fortable space where caregivers and their loved ones liv- 
ing with Dementia or Alzheimer’s can socialize, listen 
to music, play games, and enjoy other activities. You 
don’t need a computer to participate, you can call in and 
connect with everyone just by using your phone. Please 
call Wendy at (413) 566-5588 or email her at outreach @ 
hampdenma.gov to sign up. 


Sand for Hampden Seniors — The fire department 
will deliver a FREE five-gallon bucket of sand to your 
home for the winter weather. You must be over the age 
of 60 living in Hampden. Call (413) 566-5588 and leave 
your name, address, phone number, and location on 
property where you would like the bucket dropped off. 


Phone Pal Program -— Sign up to be a phone pal with 
a Springfield College Occupational Therapy Student. 
Possible Conversation Topics: ¢ Share life stories and 
adventures ¢ Get advice on using cell phone, tablet, and 
computer skills « Share each other’s topics of interest ¢ 
Talk about anything that is meaningful and purposeful to 
you! Communication options available via: phone call, 
FaceTime or Zoom visits. If interested, please call Wen- 
dy at (413) 566-5588 for more information. 


Grab N’ Go Lunch Program — Tuesday through Fri- 
day, pick up from 11:30 to noon. This program is provid- 
ed by Greater Springfield Senior Services and serves a 
healthy lunch for anyone 60 or older. Suggested donation 
$2. Call (413) 566-5588 to sign up. 


Hampden Senior Center 
launches shoe drive 
fundraiser 


The drive will raise money for the 
Building Expansion Fun 


HAMPDEN — The Hampden Senior Center is con- 
ducting a shoe drive fundraiser from April | through 
May 31 to raise funds for their Building Expansion. 

The senior center will earn funds based on the total 
weight of the pairs of gently worn, used and new shoes 
collected. Those dollars will benefit our building expan- 
sion. Anyone can help by donating gently worn, used 
and new shoes at the Hampden Senior Center. 

All donated shoes will then be redistributed through- 
out the Funds2Orgs network of micro-enterprise part- 
ners which provide vital services, create job opportuni- 
ties and sustainability while protecting our environment. 
Funds2Orgs works with micro-entrepreneurs in helping 
them create, maintain, and grow small businesses in de- 
veloping countries where economic opportunity and jobs 
are limited. Proceeds from the sales of the shoes collect- 
ed in shoe drive fundraisers are used to feed, clothe, and 
house their families. 

“We are excited about our shoe drive,’ said Nan Hurl- 
burt, activities coordinator. “We know that most people 
have extra shoes in their closets they would like to do- 
nate to us. By doing so, we raise money for our building 
expansion, and we have the chance to help families in 
developing nations who need economic opportunities. 
It’s a win-win for everyone.” 

By donating gently worn, used and new shoes to the 
Hampden Senior Center Fundraiser, the shoes will be 
given a second chance and make a difference in people’s 
lives around the world. 

In 1977 the town of Hampden formed the Council 
on Aging which started in the basement of the Hampden 
Town House. It was formed to help meet the needs of 
older adults in the community. 

In 1999, a new home was built at 104 Allen Street 
which we have now outgrown. With the help from the 
Friends of Hampden Seniors, donations, state and town 
financial support and the amazing staff and volunteers, 
we are raising funds to help expand our current location. 

People come to the Hampden Senior Center not 
only for socialization, activities, and great lunches, but 
also for programs of support, assistance with insurance, 
SNAP benefits, fuel assistance, brown bag/farm share 
groceries, license renewals, and the Memory Café for 
those living with dementia and so much more. All the 
while, fitness programs, footcare services, educational 
speakers, art classes, and fun and games are taking place 
around the building daily causing the need for expansion. 
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Hampden Public Library offering 
curbside pickup, DVDs, games, 


books and apps 


HAMPDEN ~ Looking for 
something to do at home this win- 
ter? Explore the resources available 
through the Hampden Public Library. 
The library offers curbside pickup, 
available | Monday-Wednesday from 
12-4:00 p.m.; Thursday from 2-6 p.m.; 
and Saturday from 11 am. to 1 p.m. 
To schedule a pickup time, call the li- 
brary at (413) 566-3047 or visit hamp- 
den-library.org for more information. 
The library is always adding new books 
and DVDs to the collection. The newest 


additions to the collection can be found 
at the bottom of the library’s website. 
Each library card gives more than just 
access to library books and DVDs. 
Using the library card, folks can access a 
wide variety of eBooks and e-audiobooks 
through the apps, along with documen- 
taries and movies and language-learning 
Services. 

While the library building is still closed 
to the public, its staff aims to continue 
working to meet the needs of town resi- 
dents. 





WILDLIFE from page 1 


dition to managing game species, all of the 
state’s threatened and endangered species 
fall under the management of Mass Wild- 
life. 

Budget gap 

For fiscal 2021, the division’s revenue, 
according to the presentation, was roughly 
$16.9 million. Fees from licenses, permits 
and stamps accounted for 39% of that fig- 
ure or roughly $6.6 million. Forty-eight 
percent, or $8 million, came from federal 
wildlife and sport fish restoration funds. 

State mandated expenses such as sala- 
ries and health insurance amount for 20% 
or nearly $3.5 million of the $18.4 million 
in expenses for fiscal 2021, more than what 
the Division pays for its hatcheries, which 
is nearly $2.5 million, or land acquisition 
and maintenance, which is roughly $2 mil- 
lion. Thirty-three percent, or roughly $6 
million, is used for habitat management. 

“We have been very fiscally respon- 
sible,’ Tisa said of the management of 
MassWildlife, pointing to the fact that li- 
censes haven’t increased in 25 years. He 
said had license fees kept with the rate of 
inflation, hunters and anglers would be 
paying $37.52 today (in addition to the $5 
wildland stamp fee). 

A major issue leading to the declin- 
ing revenues is the decline in hunting and 
sporting (combination hunting and fishing) 
licenses, which Tisa said is about 50 per- 
cent for hunting licenses and roughly 20 
percent for sporting licenses. Additionally, 
the state now issues in excess of 27,000 
free licenses to sportsmen and women 
aged 70 and older each year, resulting in a 
loss of about $1 million in non-reimburs- 
able funds. 

This year alone, Tisa estimates a bud- 
get gap of $1.5 million between revenue 
and expenses, which will be made up by 
tapping into the roughly $9.5 million in the 
state’s Inland Fish and Game Fund. At the 
current trajectory, MassWildlife will have 
a $4.1 million revenue gap and deplete the 
balance of the Inland Fish and Game Fund 
by fiscal 2025. 

‘Path Forward’ 

“The challenge is finding a path for- 
ward,” Tisa said. “We only have so many 
tools in our tool box,” noting that the li- 


attendance March 9, neither one of them 
can lobby legislators for such changes. 
That, they said, is incumbent upon indi- 
vidual residents. 

Mixed reaction 

Reaction to the proposal has been 
mixed. While most seem to understand 
the issues at hand, increasing the cost of 
licenses is an added expense for no added 
benefits in the field. Some expressed dis- 
appointment that there is little bass man- 
agement taking place statewide, others 
that hunters seem to be taking the brunt 
of the increases. Georgetown resident 
Bob Pasquale asked if there had been any 
thought to adding a trout stamp, as anglers 
are able to use their licenses essentially 
24/7, 365 days a year. 

Tisa said they had considered such 
a stamp, however it would likely create 
more problems, particularly with enforce- 
ment and fish mortality rates. He noted that 
unlike states, such as Virginia, which have 
few trout-stocked waterbodies, nearly all 
of Massachusetts’ freshwater resources are 
stocked with trout. And, unlike pheasant 
or quail hunters, who can easily identify 
a flushing pheasant or quail from a ruffed 
grouse or a non-game species, anglers typ- 
ically have no idea what fish took the bait 
on the other end of the line. 

“Everyone walking a dog on a wildlife 
management area [during hunting season] 
is interfering with a hunt,’ Norwood resi- 
dent Steve Flaherty said, expressing con- 
cerns during the March 9 session. “We 
need somebody at the state level advocat- 
ing for us.” 

Amidon and Tisa said they need res- 
idents to advocate the legislature for 
changes, whether it be funding, access or 
enforcement. They also reminded those 
on the call that should the new license fee 
schedule move forward, there will be pub- 
lic hearings. Any resident wishing to pro- 
vide input on the proposals are invited to 
direct comment electronically at mass.gov/ 
masswildlife-funding or by sending mail 
to MassWildlife re: License Fee, 1 Rabbit 
Hill Road, Westborough, MA 01581. 

‘Make it easy’ 

While he was unable to attend the in- 
formation session, Chicopee sportsman 
Nelson Molina, who has been hunting for 
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Armenian Food Festival 
celebrates national cuisine 


INDIAN ORCHARD - St. Gregory 
Armenian Apostolic Church members 
will hold their Spring Armenian Food 
Festival on Saturday, April 17, from 12 
to 5 p.m. as a take-out only event at 135 
Goodwin St. 

On this day, visitors will be able to 
enjoy Armenian foods. Meals will be 
served featuring two kinds of grilled 
kebab — shish kebab (marinated lamb 
chunks) and losh kebab (seasoned 
ground lamb and beef), served with 


HAMPDEN from page 1 


challenge relates to the recommended 
classification structure. Often, in small- 
er municipalities, job descriptions and 
responsibilities can change based on the 
performance of the individual who holds 
the position. 

“Tt’s also reinforced by the fact that 
you have separate appointing authorities 
for some of these positions. By having 
boards and people able to change job du- 
ties that is not done in a wholesale way, 
that can be a challenge,” said Aicardi. 

In Hampden’s existing structure, mul- 
tiple employees hold the position of Ad- 
ministrative Assistant, although their pay 
levels are not equal. Aicardi considered 
this pattern to be a “false narrative and an 
oxymoron.” 

The Collins Center also noted that 
some positions have the title of Secre- 
tary to specific boards, while some of the 
same positions have the title of Adminis- 
trative Assistant to a board. Aicardi said 
they received “strong feedback” that the 
word secretary, when applied to different 
positions, was “not a desirable title.” 

The Collins Center recommends that 
titles in administrative series be standard- 
ized to Executive, Administrative and 
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rice pilaf, fasoulia (Armenian green 
beans), and pita bread. For lighter fare, 
visitors can order spinach-cheese pie. 
Baked goods will feature traditional 
Armenian breads and pastries includ- 
ing choerag, paklava, and khadayif. 

Cash or checks accepted. To place a 
take-out order or for more information, 
call the church office (413) 543-4763 or 
Sima Setian Pariseau (413) 262-7251 
or email at spariseau @ charter.net. 


Department Assistants, 
Administrative Clerks. 

The study also found that the Health 
Coordinator position has responsibilities 
that range beyond Board of Health Func- 
tions. Therefore, the Collins Center rec- 
ommended that the position be changed 
in name to Board of Health and Opera- 
tions Coordinator. 

The report also encourages Hampden 
to consolidate the positions supporting 
the Zoning Board of Appeals and the 
Planning Board to one person. Aicardi 
said that each responsibility falls under 
the same job description in most munic- 
ipalities. 

The Collins Center also weighed the 
scale and scope of each department when 
created its report and encouraged Hamp- 
den to adopt its recommended classifica- 
tion structure. 

“The [rubber] really hits the road 
when you ask how you want to imple- 
ment,’ said Aicardi. “None of your people 
are way under the market so I don’t think 
you have an equity issue. I think you have 
a structural issue that needs to be fixed. 
Implementing this won’t cost the town a 
lot of money. Your pay is okay.” 

Dalton Zbierski can be reached at dz- 
bierski@ turley.com. 
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32. One and only 


the last three years, expressed his frustra- 1. fi: popular genre 
tion that the state seems to be making it 4 Curved shape 
harder for folks to enter the woods legally, 7 Defunct airline 
especially those in urban communities. 10 Beverage 
“How do you make [hunting] appealing receptacle 
to people who have never hunted?” Molina | 4, Corporate bigwig 
asked, noting his own struggles as a new 12 Belong to he 
hunter trying to learn everything from safe 13, They cover cuts 
firearm handling to where to go. 15, Cost per mille 
“T ate pheasant for the first time inmy [| 4¢ war into 
life this year and it’s not as crazy people 19 Power-producin 
make it seem,” he said. ai : 


Studio 
35. Expression of 
Satisfaction 
36. Mythical winged 
horse 
41. Ballplayers 
45. Edible seaweed 
46. Chinese politician 
47. Tested for fertility 
50. Glove worn with 
medieval armor 
54. Basaltic lavas 


1. Frighten 

2. Partner to corned 
beef 

3. Parts 

4. Agrees to a demand 

5. Elected official 

6. Navigator’s tool 

7. Relating to heat 

8. Attractive 41. Object of fear or 

9. Wealthy US merchant alarm 

13. Engine additive 42. Ladd, actor 

14. A passage with 43. Sacred place 


33. Diego, Francisco, 
Anselmo 

3/7. Julie__, actress 

38. More nourishing 

39. Compound 

40. A small carrier 
attached to the side 
of a motorcycle 


cense fee structure is the one tool the 
Department of Fish and Game and Mass- 
Wildlife controls. 

Under the new proposal, residents 
would pay $40 for hunting, fishing and 
trapping licenses. Sporting licenses would 
increase from $40 to $75. Archery and 
primitive firearms stamps would increase 
from $5.10 to $20. All other hunting 
stamps and permits would increase from 
$5 to $20. Additionally, MassWildlife is 


proposing a new stamp for pheasant and 
quail hunting at $20. 

“We don’t like the idea at all,’ Tisa 
said. “It’s unfortunate it’s happening at a 
difficult time,” but the proposal should sus- 
tain the Inland Fish and Game Fund until 
fiscal 2030. 

Tisa and Fish and Game Commis- 
sioner Ron Amidon said that the state 
legislature would need to address other 
changes, whether they be reimbursing 
for free licenses, imposing fees on other 
“non-consumptive” public land users like 
bird watchers or kayakers, or increasing 
funding. Unfortunately, they told those in 


Molina said the issue, from his perspec- 
tive, is a tricky one as the state has only 
gotten more restrictive with gun laws and 
the free, mandatory hunter education (re- 
quired for new hunters) courses are almost 
non-existent in Western Massachusetts. He 
said he paid to take the Texas hunter edu- 
cation program online because he couldn’t 
find a course in Massachusetts that fit his 
schedule. He said more programs should 
be offered online and locally in order to 
remove barriers to accessibility. 

“You have to make it easy,” Molina 
said. “People don’t want to do work.” 


21. Part of one’s 
character perceived 
by others 

23. Emotionally 
appealed to 

24. Protected 

25. Wrestling icon 
Okerlund 

26. Thailand’s former 
name 

27. Muscle weaknesses 

30. Chooses 


59. omall shoaling fish 

56. Surrendered 

57. Taxi 

59. Potato part 

60. Female sheep 

61. Trouble or difficulty 

62. Put into service 

63. Soviet Socialist 
Republic 

64. 17th letter of Greek 
alphabet 

65. Type of student 


17. Midway between 


18. Cool! 
20. Brazilian NBAer 
22. NW Pennsylvania 


2/7. Young dog 

28. Mimic 

29. Large truck 

31. The NFL’s Newton 


access only atone 44. A way to express 

end enjoyment 

47. Trigonometric 
function 

48. A team’s best 
pitcher 

49, Intersecting points 

city 51. Roundishly shaped 

52. Adam’s partner 

53. God of battle 
(Scandinavian) 

58. Human hormone 


northeast and east 
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Passenger rail team sees reasons to feel o 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


REGION — The wheels of govern- 
ment are known to turn excruciatingly 
slow, but citizens and public officials 
pushing for the creation of a passenger 
rail line from Pittsfield to Boston are feel- 
ing some momentum building. 

In one instance, someone in a position 
to exert power has given the project a leg- 
islative push. State Sen. Eric Lesser, who 
represents the First Hampden and Hamp- 
shire districts, introduced a bill called “An 
Act to establish fast, frequent, and reliable 
passenger rail service between Pittsfield 
and Boston via Springfield” to codify the 
proposal and unlock tens of millions of 
dollars in state funding that has been ap- 
proved but remains unspent. 

“T don’t know that’s going to pass or 
anyone is going to do that, but it was a 
stroke of genius on Lesser’s part to basi- 
cally say, ‘we want this to happen. You 
will start running east-west rail passen- 
ger service in January 2022,’ Ben Hood, 
chairman of the Rail Steering Committee, 
said during a recent meeting held virtual- 
ly over Zoom. 

The bill says MassDOT “shall run 
passenger rail service between the cities 
of Pittsfield and Boston via Springfield at 
least five-times daily on the existing CSX 
rail line. The department may utilize the 
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority or 
contract with outside entities in order to 
run said passenger rail service. The de- 
partment may also utilize a portion or all 
of the $50 million in capital authorization 
allocated for East-West passenger rail ser- 
vice.” 

Co-signed by Senators Anne Gobi 
(Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire, and 
Middlesex), Joanne Comerford (Hamp- 
shire, Franklin, and Worcester), Rebecca 
Rausch (Norfolk, Bristol, and Middlesex) 
and Representatives Brian Ashe (Second 
Hampden), Jake Oliveira (Seventh Hamp- 
den), Kelly Pease (Fourth Hampden) and 
Todd Smola (First Hampden), the bill also 
directs MassDOT to “conduct an eco- 
nomic impact analysis on the economic 
benefits and transformational impact” of 
the rail line, which would include a depot 
in Palmer, and seek out additional fund- 
ing sources.” 


Crunching numbers 

Early in the steering committee 
meeting, members discussed the critical 
cost-to-benefit-ratio in a MassDOT study 
completed last year. Widely panned as 
inaccurate by passenger rail advocates 
because of the method MassDOT used to 
arrive at its figure, the CBR 1s typically 
a deciding factor in whether or not proj- 
ects are eligible for federal funding. The 
East-West Rail is projected to come with 
a price tag of at least $2.4 billion — and 
perhaps as much as $4 billion. 

“The economic impact analysis — that 
could be a positive and make something 
happen that helps allay the CBR,’ Hood 
said. 

Whatever the mechanics, steering 
committee members said they think the 
stars could be aligning for the project. 
The Biden administration has promised 
a massive national infrastructure project 
and is known as a fan of passenger rail. 
His Transportation Secretary, Pete Butt- 
igieg, is a close friend of Lesser’s from 
their college days and Massachusetts has 
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Possible sites for a Palmer passenger rail platform that were identified in a earlier study. The steering committee working to make 
the an east-west line a reality is now focusing on locations for a Palmer depot. 


some influential voices in con- 
gress, including House Ways 
and Means Committee Chair 
Richard Neal and Sen. Ed Mar- 
key, who serves on two trans- 
portation-related = subcommit- 
tees. Both have gone on record 
as in favor of creating the new 
passenger rail line. 

“We should leverage our 
federal partners when there’s an 
opening for that,” steering com- 
mittee member Jessica Sizer, a 
Palmer Town Council member 
who was appointed as the town 
of Barre administrator nearly a 
year ago. 

Steering committee member 
and Palmer Community Devel- 
opment Director Sarah Szcze- 
bak, said she learned while ap- 
plying for federal bridge grants 
that “rail projects are eligible” 
and was surprised to discover 
the “grades” assigned to various 
projects, which include their 
CBRs, don’t always carry as 
much weight as having a well- 
placed advocate. 

“If someone gets in their ear 
and says ‘I want this project in Massa- 
chusetts,’ you get on the list whether you 
scored high or not,” she said. 

“Tt sounds like you can easily over- 
come (an unfavorable CBR) if you have 
a strong enough champion Washington.” 

It’s also possible that MassDOT will 
revisit the CBR. The most recent study 
recommended a second look along with 
other continued fact-finding. 

“The MassDOT study suggested 
there would be state officials working 
with federal officials looking at this ben- 
efit-to-cost ratio because the project is 
(coming up short of) meeting the required 
ratio for funding,’ Linda Leduc, Palmer’s 
town planner, and a steering committee 
member, said. 

Hood said he’s encouraged by all the 
tailwinds and reminded the rest of the 
committee there is $50 million in the state 
budget for the project just waiting to be 
tapped. 

“Now, $50 million doesn’t get us a 
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Advocates of a roundtrip passenger rail 
line from Pittsfield to Boston with local 
stops along the way are hopeful the 
current political climate is favorable to 
the proposal. 


train, but it does cover things like plan- 
ning and preparatory work of some sort 
— if they decide to appropriate and spend 
it,” he said. 

“And we can start small. It doesn’t 
have to be that two to four billion. It can 
be something smaller to get the project 
going.” 

Leduc said another encouraging sign 
is acall she had last week with an aide in 
Neal’s office that confirmed “Congress- 
man Neal not only understands our need 
for bridge repair but is very aware of the 
rail project. I thought that was promis- 
ing,” Leduc said. 

“Hopefully,” she added, not entirely 
half-joking, “we get some bridge money 
too!” 


Depot 
planning 
Last 
month, 
Palmer 
Town Coun- 


cil tasked the committee with 
shifting its focus to what Town 
Manager Ryan McNutt de- 
scribed as a “station site com- 
mittee” and during last week’s 
meeting committee members 
rehashed some past studies and 
discussed what they need to 
move forward. 

Scarlet Lamothe, a commit- 
tee member who wasn’t in last 
week’s meeting, said in past 
meetings and forums that her 
family’s restaurant — Steaming 
Tender, inside Palmer’s original 
depot — is interested in having 
the platform for a new passen- 
ger rail line built nearby. Her 
family even purchased more 
property in the vicinity that 
could be used for parking, she 
said. Hood referenced those 
comments as an example of the 
mindset the steering committee 
should adopt. 

“We’re at that point where 
we should think ‘what if this 
were to happen?’ and figure out 
the factors of what goes into 
this decision,” Hood said. 

“We probably want to have a platform 
compatible with Amtrak,” he said because 
of potential ties to the Springfield-New 
Haven line now in service. At some point, 
Hood said, the town and committee will 
likely need to contract with a consultant 
to help sort through the options available. 

“All these technical details, we need to 
resolve,’ he said. 

Leduc estimates it would cost between 
$50,000 and $75,000 to hire a consultant. 

“Tl keep my eye out for funding 
sources in the meantime but I’m sure 
there’s funding out there,’ she said. 
“There is plenty of grant money out there, 
but it’s probably something we’ll tackle 
next fiscal year.” 

Committee member Anne Miller sug- 
gested money from the Mass. Transpor- 
tation Bond Gov. Baker signed last year 
could be used to pay for it. 

The committee also plans to follow 
up on a suggestion from a prior meeting 
to start researching how other towns built 
new rail platforms. One thing is clear: 
Committee members plan on moving the 
project forward at every opportunity. 

“We need to stay on MassDOT’s ra- 
dar,’ Hood said. 
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Quarterback Jeremy Diehl rears back to pass. 
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Isaiah Kozub runs to the right 
look for a hold in the defense. 





Ryan McConnell takes a carry for 
the Falcons. 


Tyler Gragowski makes a block 
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Chaug falls in opener to Golden Eagles 


www.sports.turley.com 








SPRINGFIELD — 
Minnechaug football 
started out the Fall 2 
season with a familiar 
opponent, one of their last 
opponents. The Falcons 
fell to Central 55-14 last 
Friday night in a re- 
match of the last Western 
Massachusetts Division 
3 tournament that took 
place, back in November 
2019. Minnechaug faces 
Holyoke in the second 
week of the shortened 
football season. 








WATERBURY, VT and 
NAPLES, ME -- American-Ca- 
nadian Tour (ACT) and Pro 
All Star Series (PASS) offi- 
cials have announced the purse 
structure for the five weekly 
divisions set for competition at 
Thompson Speedway Motor- 
sports Park in 2021. 

A total of nearly $24,000 
in posted awards have been 
set to be distributed to the Su- 
noco Modifieds, Late Models, 
SK Light Modifieds, Limited 
Sportsman, and Mini Stocks at 
each event. All five divisions 
will compete as part of the six- 
race oval track event schedule 


Submitted photo 
Information has been released for racing purses for the 2021 
season. 


Purse structure announced 
for 2021 season 


at Thompson, which begins 
with the annual Icebreaker on 
April 10 and 11. The schedule 
also includes four Wednesday 
night races in the summer (June 
16, July 7, Aug. 11 and Sept. 
15) and the Sunoco World Se- 
ries (Oct. 8 to 10). 

“When Tom (Mayberry) 
and I agreed to take on this role 
at Thompson, one of our priori- 
ties was posting a fair purse for 
all divisions,’ ACT managing 
partner Cris Michaud said. “TI 
raced for 20+ years, and I ex- 
perienced firsthand the value of 


Please see RACING, page 16 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


Valley Wheel Baseball 


REGION — The regular sea- 
son is just a month away and the 
members of the Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League are 
excited to be playing baseball 
again. 

Last year, the season was 
cancelled once parks were closed 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

An attempt was made by 
commissioner Jim Nason to hold 
a short season once modified 
rules for activity were allowed, 
but there was not enough interest 
to keep the league operating. 

Now, the league is gearing 
for a full season, but between 
circumstances changing during 
the pandemic and the modifica- 
tions currently in place for sports 
The league is definitely in need 
of more baseball talent. 

Nason is hoping “quarantine 
fatigue” and the need to get out- 
doors and get active will draw 
new players to tryouts when they 
start next weekend. 

Tryouts for the league will 
take place Saturday, April 3, and 
the next two Sundays, April 11 
and 18. 

There are normally six teams 
in the league and the hope is to 
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9 new talent 








Valley Wheel Baseball is ready to get started again. Tryouts were 
held last summer before the season ultimately had to be cancelled 
due to the pandemic. 


continue to have that tradition 
as players begin to make their 
way out to the fields The normal 
Valley Wheel season is 15 games 
beginning April 25 this year and 
going until the end of July. The 
league plays nine-inning games, 
allowing all participants an op- 
portunity to get plenty of at-bats 
and lots of time in the field. 

The top four teams in the 
league make the playoffs and the 
semifinals and finals are held in 
the first two weeks of August. 
The schedule also features a 


couple of weeknights games and 
a special Mother’s Day weekend 
Saturday game. 

There are still modified rules 
for adult baseball under the 
Office of Energy and Environ- 
mental Affairs, which requires 
mask-wearing, social distancing 
when possible, and no spitting 
among the habit baseball play- 
ers are not allowed to engage in. 
While the game play is largely 
the same, the mask-wearing rule 


Please see VALLEY, page 16 
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College conference moves forward 
with spring competition 


WESTFIELD — The eight Mas- 
sachusetts State Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (MASCAC) Presidents 
announced today that they have ap- 
proved a plan to have competition for 
the spring sports of baseball, men’s 
golf, women’s lacrosse, softball and 
men’s and women’s outdoor track 
and field. The presidents have also 
approved the continuation of prac- 
tice for fall and winter MASCAC 
teams subject to health and safety, 
testing and tracing protocols in place 
to limit the spread of the COVID-19 
virus. 

“The MASCAC continues to 
meet regularly with the presidents, 
athletic directors, athletic trainers 
and other essential staff as we bring 
our student-athletes back to the play- 
ing field, safely, while adhering to all 
state, federal and NCAA guidelines,” 
said MASCAC Commissioner An- 
gela Baumann. “It is our intention 
to have these athletic events as long 
as the conditions allow us to move 
forward safely. The MASCAC office 
and eight MASCAC Presidents will 
be monitoring practices and compe- 
tition to ensure the continued health 
and safety of our student-athletes 
and staff.” 

It will remain the decision of 
each member institution to deter- 
mine if they can safely participate in 


intercollegiate athletics this spring 
and in which sports they will permit 
competition. These decisions will be 
made in consultation with campus 
health professionals and the MAS- 
CAC Commissioner. 

The presidents have approved a 
conference schedule where the in- 
stitutions will play the same school 
each week in baseball, softball and 
women’s lacrosse. In addition, the 
membership has approved a men’s 
golf and outdoor track and field 
championship. Additionally, the 
presidents have authorized institu- 
tions to schedule non-conference 
contests, provided all non-confer- 
ence teams follow prescribed MAS- 
CAC health and safety guidance and 
protocols. Institutions will not be 
traveling to compete against teams 
out of state. 

As the MASCAC teams continue 
to participate in athletic activities, it 
is the continued responsibility of all 
student-athletes and staff to stay dili- 
gent in their safety efforts on and off 
the field of play. Individual member 
institutions reserve the right to halt 
competition if the health of the cam- 
pus community is put at risk. In the 
event of an increase of COVID-relat- 
ed cases on any of our campuses, the 
schedules may be adjusted, which 
might include stoppage of play. 


“The presidents are excited to 
move forward with plans for spring 
sports competition,’ said Massa- 
chusetts College of Liberal Arts 
President James Birge, Chair of the 
MASCAC Council of Presidents. 
“As we plan for spring sports com- 
petition, we will continue to fine- 
tune protocols to ensure the safety of 
student-athletes, coaches, staff and 
the campus communities,” said Pres- 
ident Birge. 

Consistent with state restrictions 
on gathering limits, spectators will 
not be permitted at MASCAC con- 
tests at this time. This policy may be 
revisited for outdoor sports if con- 
ditions improve and subject to state 
and local health authorities’ guid- 
ance. For the enjoyment of family, 
friends and fans of our student-ath- 
letes, the MASCAC will continue to 
livestream contests on MASCAC tv. 

Throughout the 2020-21  aca- 
demic year, the MASCAC will be 
celebrating its’ 50th anniversary 
with special features, facts and trivia 
commemorating the event. Our con- 
ference has a rich history of success 
on the playing field and in the class- 
room. Over the academic year, the 
conference will be highlighting the 
student-athletes, teams, coaches, and 
administrators from the last 50 years. 





Sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League is an age 28-and- 
over league which plays its games 
Sundays at 10 a.m. beginning in late 
April and concluding in late August. 
It is a six-team league and a 15-game 
schedule with all teams getting at 
least one playoff game at the end of 
August. 

The league is seeking new play- 
ers to join in the fun. The cost to play 
in 2021 is $192.50 and registration 
can be found at www.quabbinval- 


leybaseball.org. Games are mostly 
being played this year in Easthamp- 
ton and South Hadley. Players who 
wish to pitch in the league must be 
30-years-old. 

Sign-ups are active and players 
who are not already on a team will be 
placed in a draft, currently scheduled 
to take place on Sunday, April 11. 

The league’s first games are ten- 
tatively scheduled for Sunday, April 
25. For the 2021 season, there is a 
mask-wearing rule, as well as mod- 


ifications that prohibit any type of 
spitting or close contact, and players 
are required to take out all trash they 
bring in with them. The league al- 
lows the use of BBCOR-certified -3 
bats as well as wood bats. Games are 
nine innings and all players who par- 
ticipate get to hit and play the field. 
For more information or to contact 
someone from the league, go to the 
league’s website. 





This week in recreation 


EIEIEYE! 


Connor Duquette, 
Program Coordinator 


WILBRAHAM - The 
weather is getting nicer 
and spring is coming, and 
that can only mean one 
thing: Spring Sports will 
be coming back! Join in 
on the fun as we kick 
off another great season 
of spring sports here in 
Wilbraham. Recently, 
sports have been looking 
a little different. Athletes 
are in masks, sanitizer 1s 


S 





everywhere in sight, but 
at the center of it all is 
the love for the game. It 
is through that will and 
love for the game that 
we are able to offer these 
spring programs. Bring- 
ing back just a little more 
of that “normal” feeling 
that we have all missed 
so much. In the time that 
we are engaged in play- 
ing, watching or coach- 
ing, we forget about all 
the craziness around us 
and in those moments we 
are just having fun and 
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making memories. 

After what seems 
like a winter that was 
never going to end, we 
finally had some amaz- 
ing weather to be able 
to get out and stretch 
our legs. Soon the fields 
will be full and the beach 
will be open, and I, for 
one, cannot wait to get 
outside and start enjoy- 
ing some fun in the sun. 
There will be plenty to 
do this spring season. We 
are super excited to get 
to offer a FULL lineup 
of programs that are sure 
to get you back into your 
normal routines! Base- 
ball, softball, track/field, 
lacrosse, volleyball, ALL 
these programs are fi- 
nally making their long 
awaited come back to 
Wilbraham after a lost 
spring sport season last 
year. 

Spring officially 
Started on March 20, and 
we’ve had some _ beau- 
tiful temperatures that 
have us all itching to fi- 


nally get outside and run 
around. Make sure that 
you check out our web- 
site www.wilbrahamRec. 
com for all of your spring 
sports needs and make 
sure to grab your spot on 
one of our spring sports 
teams before they fill up! 

As always, stay safe 
and healthy! 

Notes: Registration 
for Spec Summer Day 
Camp and the CIT pro- 
gram is currently under- 
way. Also, registration is 
still open for our annual 
Egg Hunt, Track & Field, 
Youth Track Workout 
and Smart Start Baseball. 
Registration for Tennis 
(Gr K-8) opens March 
30, and early registration 
for Falcon Youth Football 
(Grades 3-8) will open 
mid-April. Registration 
for our weekly summer 
sport and specialty camp 
offerings will start April 
6. Please visit Wilbra- 
hamRec.com for more 
details on all our pro- 
grams and to register. 





March 25, 2021 


RACING from page 15 


an extra dollar. We’ve put together a competitive struc- 
ture that rewards everyone who shows up and will help 
teams get their cars to the track.” 

The roar of the Sunoco Modifieds will return to 
the high-banks with drivers chasing a $1,500 win- 
ning prize for their 30-lap feature races. With $900 on 
the line for second, $600 for third and $200 to start 
each race, the Sunoco Modified purse itself rises over 
$8,500. Some of the top names in local Modified rac- 
ing are expected to compete, including Keith Rocco, 
who looks to continue his dominance of the com- 
petitive class on Thompson’s 0.625-mile oval. Other 
names expected for the opener include Troy Talman, a 
former Thompson winner. 

The Late Models, which will again follow ACT 
Tour rules — including the addition of the new Hoo- 
sier tire — will chase $1,200 to win. As part of a purse 
better than $7,000 throughout the field, Late Model 
drivers will open the season with a 40-lap special at 
the Icebreaker. They will continue to thrill Thompson 
fans with some of the top competitors from across 
New England. Names like Woody Pitkat, who swept 
both races in 2020, along with Nick Johnson, defend- 
ing ACT Tour Rookie of the Year Derek Gluchacki and 
more will be in competition. 

The Limited Sportsman are set to return with a 
purse over $3,000 of their own and $350 on the line 
to win. Known as one of the most exciting divisions 
at Thompson each year, the Limited Sportsman keep 
fans on the edge of their seat with two, and often three- 
wide action throughout the field. 

Early entries for the season include former Thomp- 
son champions Kyle Gero and Larry Barnett, along 
with former Seekonk Speedway Sportsman champion 
Corey Fanning. At the Icebreaker, Limited Sportsman 
drivers may also take the opportunity to compete in 
a 8-Cylinder Open Street Stock open on Saturday, 
which pays $1,000 to win. 

Rising over $3,000, the SK Light Modified purse 
includes another $350 to win, with $250 for second 
and a strong distribution of funds throughout the field. 
As a division that puts some of the youth of Modified 
racing and veterans together, it’s expected to be anoth- 
er stout year. 

The Mini Stock thunder will return to Thompson 
with feature races set for $200 to win and over $1,600 
in presented awards. Early entries for the season in- 
clude Thompson veterans Russ Barboza, Tommy Silva 
and former division champion Steve Michalski. 

Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park opens its 
82nd season of oval track racing with the Icebreaker 
on Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, April 11. The 10-di- 
vision card includes the $10,000-to-win Icebreaker 
125 for the Thompson Outlaw Open Modified Series, 
the PASS Super Late Models, and five Thompson 
weekly divisions. The 8-Cylinder Street Stock Open, 
NEMA Lites, and EXIT Realty Pro Truck Challenge 
round out the card. An optional Test N’ Tune practice 
day is slated for Friday, April 9 with all Icebreaker di- 
visions welcome. 
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Tryouts are set to begin on April 3. 
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was one that was the subject of controversy last sum- 
mer and ultimately led to the cancellation of the short- 
ened season. 

With vaccinations in Massachusetts clearing one 
million people and the state entering Phase 4 of the 
re-opening plan earlier this week, Nason is hopeful the 
restrictions will ease as the season goes on, especially 
as it relates to gathering. 

Comradery is one of the staples of the league, 
which has usually included tailgating after games. 
That is a practice that will also have to be on hold until 
restrictions lift. 

For more information on getting involved in adult 
baseball, go to www.valleywheelbaseball.com. To 
play in the league, you must be 28-years-old before 
June |. In order to participate in the league as a pitcher, 
you must be 30-years-old before June 1. Players can 
participate in at least one of the three tryouts dates, 
usually held at Blunt Park, and then a draft 1s held pri- 
or to the start of the season. 
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COVID-19 testing at HCC 
extended through June 


HOLYOKE — Even though in- 
fection rates have been dropping 
and vaccinations are becoming more 
readily available, free “Stop the 
Spread” COVID-19 testing at Holy- 
oke Community College has been 
extended through June 2021, accord- 
ing to the Holyoke Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is 
conducted six days a week in parking 
lot H near the western entrance to the 
Donahue Building on the college’s 
main campus, 303 Homestead Ave. 

Wait times for tests are not nearly 
as long as they used to be, accord- 
ing to site administrators, with only 
a handful of vehicles lined up at the 
busiest times. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop 
the Spread” drive-through testing 
site since last summer to help reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the 
campus from Homestead Avenue, 
turn left onto the Campus Road and 
proceed to parking lot H. There will 


be signs and parking attendants on 
site to manage the flow of traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; and 
Tuesday and Thursday from 2 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachu- 
setts residents, and conducted on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. There 
are no appointments and no referral 
is necessary. Turnaround time for re- 
sults is typically four days or fewer. 

More information on all of the 
Stop the Spread test sites across the 
state can be found at: https://www. 
mass.gov/info-details/stop-the- 
spread 

Please note: Testing may some- 
times be canceled due to inclement 
weather. Be sure to visit the Holyoke 
Board of Health website for up-to- 
date information on cancellations: 

https://www.holyoke.org/depart- 
ments/board-of-health 
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CVS Health announces availability 
of COVID-19 antibody testing 


Results available 
within 15 minutes 


MinuteClinic provider will perform the anti- 
body test, which includes the collection of a 
finger stick blood sample, and will review the 


results with the patient. The COVID-19 anti- 


REGION — CVS Health has announced 
the availability of COVID-19 antibody test- 
ing in all MinuteClinic locations in Massa- 
chusetts; there are 59 MinuteClinic locations 
in the state. 

The point-of-care test assesses for previ- 
ous exposure to COVID-19 and results are 
available within 15 minutes. MinuteClinic is 
the retail medical clinic of CVS Health, with 
approximately 1,100 locations inside select 
CVS Pharmacy stores in 33 states and Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

“We know there is growing interest in 
affordable COVID-19 antibody testing and 
believe that MinuteClinic can help patients 
access this service given our convenient lo- 
cations, extended evening and weekend hours 
and our commitment to high quality, evi- 
dence-based clinical care,’ said Sharon Vitti, 
president of MinuteClinic. 

COVID-19 antibody test results are avail- 
able within 15 minutes. During the visit, the 





body test is intended to assess for prior expo- 
sure to the virus and antibodies can develop in 
as few as 14 days after infection. This test is 
not intended to diagnose a current infection. 

COVID-19 antibody testing costs $38 and 
payment is due at the time of service. Pay- 
ment can be made using cash or credit, debit, 
HSA or FSA cards. If a patient has Medicaid, 
MinuteClinic may bill this insurance based 
on Medicaid requirements. 

COVID-19 antibody testing at Minu- 
teClinic is an extension of CVS Health’s 
overall commitment to providing access to 
COVID-19 testing and the company is eval- 
uating further expansion of this service in the 
coming weeks. CVS Health currently offers 
COVID-19 testing at more than 4,800 CVS 
Pharmacy locations, nearly 1,000 of which 
provide rapid-result testing. To date, the com- 
pany has administered more than 15 million 
COVID-19 tests. 





Baystate Medical Center offering COVID-19 patients 
monoclonal antibody treatments 


SPRINGFIELD — Baystate 
Health is the only area health 
system to offer monoclonal anti- 
body therapy for patients, which 
may help the body’s immune 
system to combat the deadly 
COVID-19 virus. 

“We first administered the 
experimental drug to a patient 
on Dec. 9. I was amazed by his 
recovery and absolutely thrilled 
over the hope that this could 
bring to so many other patients 
impacted by COVID-19,” said 
Dr. Gladys Fernandez, co-di- 
rector of the Baystate Infection 
Control Treatment Unit and di- 
rector of hospital-based educa- 
tion programs at Baystate Med- 
ical Center. 

“Over the past two months, 
an incredible team of front-line 
healthcare providers and critical 
behind the scenes staff has come 
together to develop and imple- 
ment an effective program of 
antibody infusions for patients 
across the state,” she said. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration in November issued 
an emergency use authorization 
for Eli Lilly’s monoclonal anti- 
body and Regeneron’s antibody 
“cocktail” to treat COVID-19 in 
high-risk patients with mild to 
moderate disease. 

According to the FDA, the 
monoclonal antibody may re- 
duce COVID-19-related hospi- 
talizations and emergency room 
visits in some patients treated 
early on in their infection, which 
would be within 10 days of 
Symptom onset. 

Emergency use authorization, 
which has since been invoked for 
the coronavirus vaccines, allows 
products such as the COVID-19 
monoclonal antibodies which 
have been shown to offer bene- 
fits to some patients in trials, to 
be used before all the evidence is 
available for full approval. 

Unlike the vaccines that stim- 
ulate one’s own immune system 


to produce antibodies, monoclo- 
nal antibodies are given to treat 
early COVID-19 to help prevent 
progression of illness. They are 
also being studied to determine if 
they can prevent someone from 
contracting the coronavirus. 

Monoclonal antibodies are 
laboratory-made proteins that 
mimic the immune system’s abil- 
ity to fight off harmful pathogens 
such as viruses. The four labora- 
tory-produced COVID-19 mono- 
clonal antibodies, casirivimab, 
imdevimab, bamlanivimab, and 
etesevimab, are specifically di- 
rected against the spike protein 
of SARS-CoV-2, which is the 
official name of the novel coro- 
navirus, designed to block the 
virus’ attachment and entry into 
human cells. Bamlanivimab and 
the antibody cocktail casiriv- 
imab and imdevimab, referred 
to as a “cocktail” because of 
the combining of two antibod- 
ies, were first authorized in No- 
vember 2020. Both required 
one-hour infusion and an extra 
hour for observation following 
the infusion. On Feb. 9, 2021, 
the cocktail bamlanivimab and 
etesevimab received FDA autho- 
rization after its phase 3 clinical 
data were analyzed to be infused 
for as short as 21 minutes. 

“When used to _ treat 
COVID-19 for the authorized 
population, the known and po- 
tential benefits of these antibod- 
ies outweigh the known and po- 
tential risks,’ wrote the FDA. 

The “authorized population” 
consists of patients ages 12 and 
older weighing about 88 pounds, 
with positive results of direct 
SARS-CoV-2 testing and who 
are at high risk for progressing 
to severe COVID-19. 

According to the FDA, “it 
should be given as soon as pos- 
sible after a positive test result. 
This includes those who are 65 
years of age or older who have 
certain chronic medical con- 


ditions such as diabetes, heart 
disease or kidney disease. The 
cocktail has not been authorized 
for use in patients who are hospi- 
talized with COVID-19 or need 
oxygen therapy due to the virus. 

Jim Ryan, 69, was the first 
patient to receive a monoclonal 
antibody infusion at Baystate 
Medical Center. 

“T am very cautious, and I 
emphasize ‘very’ cautious in 
following all of the safety guide- 
lines. And it is undetermined 
where and from whom I might 
have caught the virus,” said the 
Ludlow man. 

Ryan, arunner who competes 
in marathons, thought because 
he was healthy for his age that 
if he did contract the virus that 
it would be a mild case. But that 
wasn’t to be. 

“IT was pretty sick. My si- 
nuses were involved. I lost my 
sense of taste and smell. And I 
had a 104-degree fever and was 
fatigued beyond belief. I was in 
communication from home with 
my primary care provider, who 
told me that Baystate Medical 
Center would soon be offering 
monoclonal antibody therapy to 
patients. Because of my age and 
the fact that I was considered 
high risk, she entered me into the 
lottery and within a few days I 
‘won’ and was being infused at 
the hospital,” he said. 

Because he was already pret- 
ty sick when he received the in- 
fusion, Ryan said, “It wasn’t an 
overnight cure. But I did start 
feeling better each day after- 
wards and it helped to keep me 
out of the hospital.” 

“IT would recommend the 
therapy to anyone given the op- 
portunity to take it,’ said Ryan, 
a retired pharmacist, who is 
healthy once again and riding his 
bicycle 25 miles a day. 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief of 
the Infectious Disease Division 
at Baystate Medical Center, who 


also heads the Baystate COVID 
Monoclonal Antibody Infusion 
Team, noted he was ecstatic to 
learn that the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Public Health had 
approved the hospital to provide 
the novel treatment to eligible 
COVID-19 patients in western 
Massachusetts. 

“Not all hospitals are 
equipped to administer mono- 
clonal antibody therapy, which 
is a complicated, time-consum- 
ing process that requires detailed 
attention and follow up from 
highly-skilled professionals. Our 
work would not have been as 
successful from an operational 
standpoint without the effort of 
an amazing group of dedicated 
individuals working behind the 
scenes on the screening, sched- 
uling, treatment and follow-up 
of these patients,” said Paez, who 
noted they have received a lot of 
positive feedback from patients 
on how they felt after receiving 
the therapy with few to no side 
effects. 

Baystate’s chief _—_Infec- 
tious disease physician noted 
COVID-19 monoclonal anti- 
bodies remain an investigational 
treatment, but are very promis- 
ing in early infection and may 
also prevent infection following 
an exposure. 

“Clinical studies are still be- 
ing conducted, and so far, I like 
what I have been hearing. The 
challenge remains the complex- 
ity of how this treatment is being 
given by infusion, but subcuta- 
neous (injected to skin) delivery 
of this treatment is currently be- 
ing studied. Based on our expe- 
rience, getting a COVID-19 test 
done in a high-risk patient sus- 
pected of having the virus and 
getting results promptly is as im- 
portant as treating the patient as 
early as possible, up to 10 days 
from start of symptoms, to allow 
the cocktail’s potential benefit,” 


said Paez. 

To date, the Baystate team 
has successfully provided mono- 
clonal antibody treatment to over 
140 patients selected for infu- 
sion based on a regulated criteri- 
on-based referral lottery system 
with guidance from the Massa- 
chusetts Department of Public 
Health. 

The allocation guidance pri- 
oritizes patients age who are 65 
years or older and those 18 or 
older with obesity, defined as 
body mass index of 35 or above, 
and sets aside at least 20% of in- 
fusion slots for vulnerable pop- 
ulations. 

Paez noted that the lottery 
system is not used any longer 
for patients to be considered to 
receive antibody therapy. 

“Fortunately, Baystate is 
able to meet the demand for the 
monoclonal antibody treatment 
for eligible patients, and will 
only employ a lottery system if 
the demand exceeds the infusion 
capacity,” he said. 

Since its inception at Bay- 
state, the hospital has been able 
to successfully infuse up to 8 pa- 
tients per day due to an efficient 
workflow and enhanced patient 
care strategies in place, noted Dr. 
Fernandez. 

“T am very proud to be part 
of this team and reflect on the 
impact of this effort on the many 
patients treated every single day. 
The evolution of science and 
public health initiatives related 
to this pandemic has been over- 
whelming at times, and I con- 
sider it an honor and a blessing 
to be part of positive outcomes,” 
she added. 

For more information about 
COVID-19 monoclonal antibody 
treatment at Baystate Health, vis- 
it: https://www.baystatehealth. 
org/covid1 9/treatment/antibody. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ESTATE SALE 


MOVING ESTATE SALE AGA- 
WAM!! 80 Howard St. Fri/Sat 3/26 
& 03/27 9-2 

Sunday 03/28 9-1. High End Furniture/ 
Antiques and much more. Hutch/Curio/ 
Wicker, Grandfather Clock, Bookcase, 
5Piece King Bedroom. Masks/Social 
Distancing. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





RAAKKKKA 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xexx*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 





832.50 9533.00 $33.50 34.00 

34.50 $35.00 $38.50 $36.00 
Name: Phone: 
Address: 
MOWING == ——.—. a State:_ Zips 
NumberofWeeks:_ X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA WU Discover LI Cash Ll Check# 
Oe] Cs ee ee Exp.Date CVV 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 









GRANBY 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 







BELCHERTOWN 


EASTHAMPTON a 


WEST ese 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 






WALES ( HOLLAND 


; 








Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
_— 
a) 


xNumberofWeeks 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


March 25, 2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 

LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


March 25, 2021 
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TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinc- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 


fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


oyN) ed 
hd 
AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. U 5 ie] ws .4) 
413-219-6839 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 








MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 
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CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-arte- 
sianwell.com 


TRUCK DRIVER - Class A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer 
- Experience Required. RB Enterpris- 
es, Ludlow (413) 583-8393 





FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 
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TAX. TINE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


Call For An IRS 
Appointment |<337> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Tateoynntems Wed, Gl od wey Yat welaceyal 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01009 


Personal & Small Business 





FAASZ FPUAT 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


Federal & All States 


USA 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen. Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


iS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
<ai>! Fox: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kitchentabletaxes.com 


el Tet ale) ai Fe) erclale mm mlarslaleltclieliaulects 
| Ste od eo) ©) (=) aa larg 

| =) a od oy ct -t-j (ol alt-| mn lt-lale|(- mia ce) am Lele e 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 








e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 
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Assistance with COVID 
vaccine registration 
REGION — Greater Springfield Senior Services, Inc. 


(GSSSD) is now assisting older adults with registering for 
the COVID-19 vaccine through the online registration 


portals. 


Interested parties can call GSSSI at (413) 781-8800 
(Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) to be con- 
nected to a highly trained, bilingual team of dedicated 
Information and Referral Specialists. Staff are ready to 
assist with online sign-ups and are available to answer 


any questions. 





Rotary Scholarship 
applications now available 


WILBRAHAM - Brad Sperry, chairman of the Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Rotary Club Scholarship Committee, has an- 
nounced that applications for the 2021 Rotary Club scholar- 
ships are now available at both Minnechaug Regional High 
School and Wilbraham & Monson Academy. 

Applications are due no later than April 1. The scholar- 
ships are available to qualified high school students who are 
residents of Wilbraham or Hampden. 

The club will again award nine scholarships, each in the 
amount of $1,500. Applications may also be obtained from 
Sperry by calling (413) 537-4171. 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


Legal Notice 
Town of Wilbraham 
Invitation For Bids 
Architectural and 
Engineering Inspection 
Services 

The Town of Wilbraham, 
acting by and through its 
Board of Selectmen, invites 
qualified architectural and 
engineering firms (Bidders) 
to respond to an Invitation 
For Bids (IFB) to inspect and 
evaluate seventeen (17) town 
buildings, including structur- 
al conditions, foundations, 
exterior and interior enve- 
lope, HVAC and associated 
control systems at an 
ASHRAE Level II standard, 
health and safety concerns, 
exterior doors and windows, 
roofing, electrical, water sup- 
ply and drainage systems, 
septic systems, conformance 
with ADA, kitchen equip- 
ment, interior and exterior 
lighting, generators, fire 
detection/suppression sys- 
tems, exit and emergency 
lighting systems, intercoms, 
telephone communication 
systems, security systems, 
pavement and drainage and 
to prepare a report on said 
buildings for use by the 
Capital Planning Committee 
in updating the town’s multi- 
year Capital Improvements 
Plan. 

The IFB is subject to 
MGL C. 30B, and may be 
obtained beginning on 3:00 
PM March 17, 2021 from the 
Board of Selectmen’s Office, 
240 Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095, 
(413) 596-2800; and on the 
Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
A walk through and question 
and answer session for 
Bidders is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 
at 10:00 AM. The deadline to 
submit bids is Wednesday, 
April 14, 2021 at 2:00 PM 
in the Board of Selectmen’s 
Office. Bids will be opened 
and recorded at approximate- 
ly 2:05 PM in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room 
and via Go To Meeting. The 
Board of Selectmen, upon 
consideration of recommen- 
dations from an ad hoc com- 


issue new bids, as deemed in 
the interest of the Town. 

Board of Selectmen 
03/25, 04/01/2021 


WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
In accordance with 

M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 
5, the Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing by remote participa- 
tion on Wednesday, April 
14, 2021 at 6:30 PM to give 
interested parties the oppor- 
tunity to comment on the fol- 
lowing proposed amend- 
ments to the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law sponsored 
by the Planning Board: 

1. Parking or Storage 
Restrictions for Trucks and 
Buses in Residential 
Districts: By revising exist- 
ing sections 1.3 and 4.5.2; 

2. Nanobrewery Use 
Regulations: By revising 
existing sections 1.3 and 
3.4.5; and 

3. Large-Scale Ground- 
Mounted Solar Energy 
System Regulations: By 
deleting existing Section 10.7 
and substituting therefor a 
new and partially revised 
Section 10.7. 

The complete text of the 
proposed amendments is on 
file in the Town Clerk’s 
Office and the Planning 
Office and is available for 
public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov/123/Planning-Board. 

While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency, all per- 
sons interested or wishing to 
be heard on this matter may 
access this public hearing by 
remote participation using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology from your 
computer, tablet or smart- 
phone by visiting https:// 
global.gotomeeting.com/ 
join/617720933 or from your 
phone by dialing | 866 899 
4679 and entering Access 
Code: 617-720-933 or by fol- 
lowing the instructions on the 


e Real Estate: For Sale, mittee, shall award the con- meeting agenda that will be 
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50 local communities every week. 


to waive informalities, or to 
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2 Bedroom/2 Bath apartments now available with special pricing. 


Cedarbrook Village is a brand new Senior 
Living community in Ware. Our companion 
suites stand apart from our competitors. Private 
bedrooms and bathrooms with oversized living 
m Shared living and kitchen area when you room, kitchen and sunroom. 

want to be social 


Benefits of Companion Living include: 





= Private bedrooms with your own full bathroom 


= Cut down on costs, retirement funds last longer 


m™ Buddy system for added support 





Cedarbrook «w Village 
Call Mary at 413-758-5377 for at Ware 


special pricing and to book your tour! 


73 South Street ¢ Ware, MA01082 © cedarbrookvillage.com 


Independent, Assisted and Memory Care 





